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JOHNSTON

Cranston sheep farmer plans
Johnston Historical Society presentation

From every fiber
of their beings

THE FLOCK: Drake 
Patten shepherds a small 
flock of Leicester 
Longwool sheep. 
Her Johnston Historical 
Society talk will be called 
“Woolen-u-like 
to talk about it? The 
history and tradition of 
fiber farming on a s
mall Rhode Island Farm.” 
(Photos courtesy 
Hurricane Hill)

ABy RORY SCHULER

After morning chores at Hurricane Hill 
Farm, owner Drake Patten took a moment to 
appreciate her surroundings.

“What draws the eye is the sheer beauty of 
the place — its woodlands and fields and 
waterways, the birds and wildlife that make 
their home here,” she said, pausing, adding 
one more asset to the list: “The light.”

At 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 24, the John-
ston Historical Society will provide a glimpse 
behind the scenes of the 48-acre Cranston 
sheep farm. They’ll host Patten as their next 
featured speaker at the society’s 101 Putnam 
Pike museum.

Earlier this week, while struggling to keep 
the animals fed and the work from piling up, 
Patten reflected on her unique, surviving 
Ocean State property.

“At the same time, its history is visible,” 
she said, putting her early morning observa-
tions into words. “The land is also bounded 
by stone walls and stone fences-reminding 
us of a time when Western Cranston was all 
farms — field upon field as far as you could 
see. But the farm’s story begins long before 
those walls were built.”

The working farm’s focus may be wool 
production, but its owners have pledged to 
cultivate history and the arts as well as their 
fuzzy livestock.

“The Narragansett people were drawn 
here by the natural resources the area offered 
and eventually, the colonists saw the same 
value — and, as is true across New England, 
imposed their ideas of land ownership on 
the indigenous population,” Patten ex-
plained.

Her History

Before she moved to Rhode Island in 1998, 
Drake served as an archeologist at various 
American historic sites including Thomas 
Jefferson’s Monticello in Virginia. According 
to Patten, her past academic research “fo-
cused on the intersections of slavery, free-
dom and gender in the ante- and post-bel-
lum South.”

She believes her “background in history, 
archaeology and anthropology” afford her a 
unique perspective on “managing a small, 
historic fiber farm during a time of big agri-
culture and fast fashion.” And now her cur-
rent research is “focused on the story of her 
own farm; one that begins long ago with the 
Narragansett people.”

� SHEEP - PAGE 11

By RORY SCHULER

Amazon’s looking to re-negotiate their tax deal with 
Johnston.

The estimated opening date of Johnston’s Amazon 
Facility has been bumped back several times. While the 
company says they’re sticking to their latest timeline, 
which estimates an opening by the end of 2024, the 
town’s tax agreement with Amazon may be about to 
change.

Johnston Town Council will hold a public hearing at 
6 p.m., Thursday, March 28, “concerning a proposed 
ordinance authorizing a Revised Tax Stabilization 
Agreement” (TSA) between the town and Amazon.com 
Services, owner of the as-yet unopened robotic sorting 
facility on Hartford Avenue.

“Working closely with Amazon over the last several 
months, we are pleased to have reached a payment plan 
that serves the best interests of Johnston taxpayers and 
allows Amazon to continue investing in our local econ-
omy,” Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. wrote 
Wednesday.

Last year Amazon delayed the facility opening by 
another year, announcing an expected Christmas 2024 
launch.

Amazon 
wants to 
revise 
Johnston 
tax deal

By RORY SCHULER

Last call for cookies.
Johnston Girl Scout Troop 171 will host its final 

cookie booth on Sunday, March 30 at the Burger King 
on Putnam Pike, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

According to troop leader Megan Condon, this will 
be Troop 171’s “last ever cookie booth” since the “troop 
is composed of four high school seniors who will all be 
graduating this June.”

Johnston Girl 
Scouts hold final 

cookie booth

MOSTLY SWEET FAREWELL: Troop 171 started in 
2011 as a Daisy troop. Now, it consists of four Ambas-
sador members, all seniors in high school — Rebekkah 
Condon, Magdalena Echevarria, Emily Packer and 
Ailani Reed. (Photo courtesy Megan Condon)

� TROOP - PAGE 6

� AMAZON - PAGE 5
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XPRESS 
SWEEPING

Light Duty & Medium Duty

MECHANIC
� FULL TIME 
� Competitive Salary
� Great Benefits
� Must Have Own Tools
� Fleet of 37 Vehicles
� Min 3 Years Experience
� Valid Drivers License 

JOIN OUR

TEAM

Call our office for information

401-825-6961
xpresssweeping.com
6 Crudale Drive, West Warwick, RI

WE ARE HIRING

Family Owned &  Operated For Over 20 Years

 

We Offer a GREAT SALARY with a 
Positive Working Environment 

Panther of 
the Week

JHS

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is Alex Smith. Alex is a freshman at JHS 
and was nominated by Ms. Savannah Bissitt. Ms. Bissitt said, “Alex is a unified ath-
lete and part of our unified basketball and volleyball team. He has shown amazing 
growth this year and has made some great connections during his first year at JHS. 
Alex loves music, horse back riding and beach walks!” (Photo submitted by Matt 
Velino, Johnston High School Principal)

Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series high-
lighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School will be nomi-
nating students and submitting a caption and a photo for publication. You’ll find 
each week’s winning Panther within the pages of the Johnston Sun Rise.

Say you saw it in the 
Johnston Sun Rise
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Home Equity Line Of Credit
Low Introductory Rate!

No Points   l No Closing Costs   l No Hassles

6.49 7.75%
APR

First 12 billing cycles Then prime rate minus 0.75%

Introductory rate of 6.49% is the lowest available and is fixed for the first 12 months. Rate variable based on the 
Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (Prime) + a margin (determined by individual creditworthiness and loan-to-value 
ratio). APR available for qualifying properties with a loan-to-value (LTV) of 80% or less. Credit Scores of 700+ 
will receive a margin of -.75%. Credit Scores of 675-699 will receive a margin of -0.25%. Account subject to 
individual approval. 1-4 family, owner-occupied, primary residence properties only. Property insurance (and 
flood insurance if applicable) required. New money only. Coastal1 HELOC refis must increase existing line by 
$30k to qualify and are not eligible for the introductory rate. Rate subject to change without notice. APR will not 
exceed 21% in RI. APR will not exceed 18% in MA. APR will not fall below 4.00% in either state. No annual fees.  
Rate as of 1/16/24 and subject to change. NMLS #539272.         Equal Housing Lender

Now Open:  1463 Atwood Avenue, Johnston  I  Coastal1.org

�������������

������

%
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Johnston Pet Owners
Rabies Inoculation Clinic Date

And
Dog Licensing Information

The Town of Johnston will hold a Rabies Clinic for Dogs, 
Cats and Ferrets three (3) months of age and older at The 
North Providence Recreation Dept., 2 Governor Notte 
Pkwy, Building #2, North Providence, Rhode Island, 
02904 on Saturday, March 23rd, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. The cost for each inoculated will be ten 
dollars ($10.00) cash only, no personal checks accepted. 
Proof of previous vaccine (Certificate Only) is required.

Dog Licenses are available as of April 1st at any time 
and can be obtained by visiting the Town of Johnston’s 
online licensing portal at this link: https://johnstonri.
portal.opengov.com/categories/1084 (Rabies Certificate 
required)

Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.,
Town Clerk

3/7, 3/14/23

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

This week the Johnston Senior Center Spot-
lite shines on a community service partner, 
Jacqueline “Jackie” Pion, who came to us 
in a very unconventional way. And she 
continues to be “that gift that keeps on giv-

ing” to the entire Senior Center family.
About a year ago, the JSC partnered with the “Proj-

ect Success Program” at Johnston Senior High School. 
The program allows students the opportunity to “as-
sist” in a work environment. The students and the 
accompanying staff have been wonderful.

Totally unexpectedly, would we have anticipated 
that the bus driver, Jackie, who had really no respon-
sibility, other  than to drive the bus, would become a 
hardworking, fun-loving, roll-up your sleeves  help-
er whose mission was to make students, staff and 
our members, smile and feel good about their day. 

That’s just what she delivers everyday she is here. 
On her own time, she can be seen serving food, clear-
ing tables, and washing dishes. On special days of 
the year, she can be seen wearing appropriate holi-
day garb, like Mrs. Claus, a Leprechaun, Crash 
Dummy, etc.

Her well natured skits are all aimed to bring a 
smile to the students riding her bus, and the seniors 
whose plate she delivers or whose table she clears. 
Each day she leads the students’ exit with a parade 
of goodbyes, to a round of applause and apprecia-
tion. 

Jackie has been a school bus driver for about 23 
years, six here in Johnston. Originally from Maine, 
Jackie attended high school in New Hampshire, and 
enlisted in the U.S. Army, six days after graduation.

She later arrived in Belgium, serving at the NATO 
Command Headquarters. She would serve in the 
Army Reserves, and serve a tour of duty during Op-
eration Desert Storm. That’s where she met her hus-
band of 32 years, Mark, and together they have three 
sons. She and Mark are both retired Army, and con-
tinue to work and reside in Lincoln.

Simply put, Jackie says, “I like making people 
happy. When my kids enter the bus, I tell them today 
starts a new day.”

Well Jackie, here at the Center, we appreciate all 
you do — helping to give us all a reason to smile. 
Thank you for your service. Mission Accomplished.

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Johnston Senior Center, at 
1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise 
regularly publishes a senior profile, called “Senior 
Spotlite,” submitted by the senior center.

Senior
‘Spotlite’

If it’s up to 
bus driver 

Jackie, 
things may 

get a bit 
wacky

VETERAN SMILE-MAKER: This week’s Johnston Senior Center Spotlite shines on bus driver and U.S. Army 
veteran Jacqueline “Jackie” Pion, who was introduced to the center via the “Project Success Program” at John-
ston Senior High School. The center hasn’t been the same since! (Photo courtesy Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

FRITTATA ANYONE?
Members of the Johnston Se-
nior Center were treated “Ital-
ian Frittata” on a recent Thurs-
day, prepared by Chef David 
Silva, of the Capital Ridge at 
Providence. Lucy Hebert, Di-
rector of Community Relations 
at Capital Ridge, coordinated 
the event with JSC staff, in 
which a variety of “Frittatas” 
were provided and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all present. Capital 
Ridge offers various levels of 
residential care to older adults. 
The JSC welcomes the oppor-
tunity to share information with 
our members. If you have a 
service that might benefit our 
members, give us a call and 
we can arrange for you to 
drop by. (Photo courtesy 
Richard J. DelFino Jr.)
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dhathawaysr@gmail.com

This firm is a debt relief agency

Johnston 
Sun Rise

 Own your vision. 
Own your credit union.

Whether it’s settling into a new home or 
giving your current one a makeover, you have 

the vision, we have the loan. Own it.

Learn more at navigantcu.org

Federally insured by NCUA

rischolarships.org

Discover local scholarships
that may be a match for you!

Start searching today!

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

STRETCH IT: In an effort to attract still-working older adults, the Johnston Senior 
Center (JSC) is moving forward with an array of programs to be offered weekday 
evenings. Recognizing so many individuals are now working longer, the JSC staff 
wanted to offer some of our more popular activities starting at 6 p.m. As a result, 
Monday evenings will now feature Yoga and Pilates, starting at 6 p.m. There is no 
cost, but donations are accepted. On Wednesday, March 20, the JSC will kick off 
their new “surprise” Wednesday night Bingo, starting at 5:30 p.m. On Wednesday, 
March 27, they will be offering a watercolor art class, starting at 6 p.m. The cost is 
$20 per person, all supplies included, along with complimentary wine and cheese 
and crackers. Many new events are planned in the upcoming months. Call or stop in 
to register for any of these activities. (Photos courtesy Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

Calling all 
working seniors
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ATTENTION JOHNSTON VOTERS
VOTING INFORMATION

THE PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY ELECTION
TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2024

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING IS NOW AVAILABLE IN THE JOHNSTON TOWN HALL LOBBY MONDAYS-
THURSDAYS 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, FRIDAYS 8:30 AM- 3:30 PM EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS. THE LAST DAY FOR 
EARLY VOTING IS APRIL 1ST FROM 8:30 AM AT 4:00 PM

THE APRIL 2, 2024 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION IN JOHNSTION WILL BE HELD AT THE 
FOLLOWING POLLING LOCATIONS ONLY:

PRECINCTS 1602 & 1603 SIMMONS VILLAGE COMMUNITY HALL, 339 SIMMONSVILLE AVE.

PRECINCTS 1601 & 1604 N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCTS 1606, 1607 & 1608 AIME J. FORAND COMMUNITY HALL, 8 FORAND CIRCLE

PRECINCT 1609 & 1610 GRANITEVILLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 6 COLLINS AVE.

PRECINCTS 1605, 1611 & 1612 BROWN AVE. SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 14 BROWN AVE.

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING TOWN HALL- SEE HOURS, DATES AND TIMES ABOVE

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. You can view your Voting Location District, the 
District Map, and a sample Presidential Preference Primary Election Ballot by visiting vote.sos.ri.gov

CONTACT THE JOHNSTON BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR ANY QUESTIONS
401-553-8856

ctravisono@johnston-ri.us

“Amazon informed us 
late last year they are in-
voking a construction 
clause in the agreement, 
which would allow them 
to pay roughly $3 million 
less than the full balance 
of taxes owed in the first 
year,” Polisena explained 
via email Wednesday. 
“After months of negotia-
tion, we have secured the 
full $5.7 million payment 
this year.”

Town Council will have 
to vote to approve the 
agreement at the March 28 
meeting. Polisena says the 
town will see more benefit 
early on in the agreement, 
rather than fairly inconse-
quential payments previ-
ously slated to start more 
than a decade from now.

“Furthermore, we have 
secured an additional 
$500,000 in payment for 
next year, which will bring 
the revenue up from $5.8 
million to $6.3 million,” 
the mayor explained. “We 
applied the principle of 
time value of money and 
in exchange we are lessen-
ing the amounts owed by 
$200,000 in years 11-20 of 
the agreement.”

The new agreement 
may be packed with fi-
nancial bells and whistles, 
but should yield positive 
results for the town, ac-
cording to Polisena. 

“Because of the relative-
ly flat yield curve between 
10- and 20-year treasury 
rates, we used a 10-year 
treasury as our indicator,” 
the mayor explained. “Us-
ing that discount rate of 
4.10 percent, this amounts 
to $618,000 in net present 
value. Additionally, rather 
than pay in smaller quar-
terly installments, Ama-
zon also agreed to pay 
their annual bill in one 
lump sum payment at the 
beginning of the year, 
which helps our balance 
sheet’s cash flow metric.”

Polisena ended his mes-
sage with praise for the 
retail giant, which has yet 
to deliver 1,500 promised 
jobs to Johnston.

“I’m very grateful to 
Amazon for coming to the 
table and being a model 
corporate citizen for John-
ston and its residents,” 
Polisena wrote. “The 

wording of the agreement 
is still being finalized but 
should be complete with-
in a week. We have al-
ready received the $5.7 
million check from Ama-
zon for this year’s pay-
ment.”

With $5.7 million of 
Amazon’s money in the 
bank, Johnston town offi-
cials have yet to see the 
finalized document and 
some were reluctant to 
comment on the changing 
TSA this week.

“I haven’t seen any doc-
ument or amendment in 
writing,” Johnston Town 
Council President Robert 
V. Russo said early 
Wednesday morning.

Russo said he had few 
details to offer regarding 
changes to the TSA be-
tween Johnston and Ama-
zon, but he expects Town 
Council will likely con-
sider changes to Ama-
zon’s payment schedule, 
since the company’s John-
ston facility is “getting off 
to such a late start.”

The expected amend-
ment to the current com-
munity agreement may be 
as simple as “spreading 
out the payments over a 
longer period of time,” 
Russo explained.

“The builders are not 
done yet,” Russo said. 
“They’re getting delayed.”

Amazon responded to 
several requests for com-
ment at 11:21 a.m. 
Wednesday morning. 
Amazon spokesman Steve 
Kelly replied: “Acknowl-
edging receipt of your 
emails.”

While at least one 
source in town govern-
ment has suggested the 
Amazon opening date 
will be pushed back yet 
another six months, to a 
likely Summer 2025 open-
ing, Kelly insisted, “The 
timeline has not changed 
for us – still slated for later 
this year.”

Polisena backed up Am-
azon’s timeline.

“Amazon is there daily, 
working on their internal 
robotics and racking sys-
tem,” Polisena said this 
week. “The timeline they 
told us is they expect to be 
open by this November.”

Polisena has promised 
that structured pre-ap-
proved tax payments from 
Amazon, which began 
earlier this year, would 

cover the school construc-
tion bond burden, cancel-
ing out any need for a tax 
increase.

Amazon provided no 
statement regarding the 
proposed changes to the 
TSA.

The original TSA was 
signed by members of 
Town Council in Septem-
ber 2021. Polisena Jr., then 
Vice-President of Town 
Council, signed the origi-
nal document. 

¬¬ “It is not contingent 
upon ‘operating at sub-
stantial full capacity.’ 
While there is absolutely 
no support for a hypo-
thetical question about 
what happens if the (TSA) 
did not commence on Jan. 
1, 2024, please remember 
that the property owner 
will be responsible for 
paying taxes based on the 
full value of the property 
as opposed to a lesser sta-
bilized amount,” Polisena 
wrote via email last year.

Multiple planned pay-
ments to the town were 
attached to the TSA (and 
were expected to kick in 
whether the Amazon fa-
cility opened or not): 
$582,500 per year to fund 
a Johnston High School 
Pathway Program (for 20 
years ,  total ing 
$11,650,000); $400,000 to-
ward starting up the Path-
way Program; five pay-
ments to the state totaling 
$1,250,000; $5,380,000 
over 10 years toward pub-
lic safety operations; 
$2,750,000 toward the 
state's Small Business As-
sistance Program (SBAP).

“Pursuant to the Com-
munity Partnership 
Agreement (those) pay-
ments are mandated effec-
tive Jan. 21, 2024,” Polise-
na said last year. “This 
means that the expected 
revenue from these agree-
ments will be completely 
available to support the 
School Building Project 
for our Town's children 
and their families.”

Russo said Wednesday 
morning that the pro-
posed changes to the TSA 
will likely have no impact 
on the school bond.

“I don’t think it has any 
affect at all,” Russo ex-
plained, adding that the 
TSA changes likely “won’t 
have any affect on the 
schools” and will likely 
“take place toward the 

end of the contract.”
“We’ll know more de-

tails when we actually see 
the document,” Russo 
said.

Russo, the long-time 
president of Johnston 
Town Council, said he’s 
not concerned exactly 
when the facility will 
eventually open for busi-
ness.

“They’ve spent a lot of 
money up there,” Russo 
said. “Obviously there’s a 
huge building. If they 
built something that big 
and for some reason 
didn’t want to go through 
with it that would send a 
shockwave throughout 
the world ... I’m not wor-
ried at all.”

The Thursday, March 28 
meeting will start at 6 
p.m. and be held at the 
Johnston Municipal Court 
Building, 1600 Atwood 
Ave.

POLITICAL ACCESS: On March 17, 2023, Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. announced on Twitter that he 
had toured the Amazon construction site with US Sen. Jack Reed. He released four photos from the tour. (Photos 
courtesy Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr.)

■ Amazon
(Continued from page 1)
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
 ­
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Cultivate
Kindness

cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Helps little fi rms
 4. Political action committee
 7. Allowed
 12. Olivia Colman played one
 15. Open
 16. He had a notable lamp
 18. Promotional material
 19. Domesticated animal
 20. Larry and Curly’s buddy
 21. The best ever
 24. TV network
 27. Checked for
 30. Dry or withered
 31. Expression of annoyance
 33. Dash
 34. Fifth note of a major scale
 35. A secret clique
 37. Partner to cheese
 39. __ school: where to learn 

healing
 41. City in ancient Syria
 42. Gasteyer and de Armas are two
 44. Established practice
 47. Thanksgiving side dish
 48. District in Peru

 49. It’s becoming more prevalent
 50. State in India
 52. Measure of illumination
 53. Raised platform
 56. Japanese warrior
 61. R.L. Stevenson novel
 63. Transitory
 64. Advanced degree
 65. Fiddler crabs
 
CLUES DOWN
 1. Prevent from seeing
 2. Czech city
 3. __ and Andy, TV show
 4. A young pig
 5. Removed surgically
 6. Covered with
 7. Chest muscle (slang)
 8. Nigerian City
 9. Midway between south and  

  east
 10. A way to shut
 11. Stop playing
 12. Marshy places
 13. Takes apart
 14. Ten cents

 17. A gesture of assent
 22. Scent
 23. Teletypewriter
 24. General’s assistant (abbr.)
 25. Hillside
 26. Taxi driver 
 28. Semitic Sun god
 29. Town in India
 32. Traditional rhythmic pattern
 36. Fugitives are on the __
 38. Type of dance
 40. Two letters, one sound
 43. Having a strong, pleasant taste
 44. Golf score
 45. Mayhem
 46. Drenched
 51. River in northeastern Asia
 54. Drug to treat anxiety (abbr.)
 55. Part-time employee
 56. A very large body of water
 57. Aboriginal people of Japan
 58. Millisecond
 59. Forearm bone
 60. Subway dweller
 62. Royal Mail

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
Join our team for an 

opportunity to work in 
a friendly, community 
based environment.
Seeking a “people 

person” with strong 
organizational skills. 

Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic 
computer skills are 
preferred, but will train 
the right candidate. Base 
Salary + Commission. 
Health Benefi ts, 401K. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

F U L L  T I M E  /  PA RT  T I M E

Troop 171 started in 2011 as a Daisy 
troop. Now, Condon said the Troop has 
four “Ambassador members, all seniors 
in high school” — Rebekkah Condon, 
Magdalena Echevarria, Emily Packer 
and Ailani Reed.

“Our troop has had many wonderful 
adventures together through the years,” 
Condon recalled. “We have traveled to 
NYC and Rocking Horse Ranch in New 
York. We have hiked and camped in 
New Hampshire, hiking Mount Monad-
nock and Mount Willard. Last April, we 
camped at Assateague National Sea-
shore. And most recently we spent 10 
days on the Norwegian Getaway visiting 
Bermuda, St. Maarten, Tortola, Puerto 
Rico, and the Dominican Republic for 
their senior trip. The troop took a surfing 
lesson in San Juan and visited Monkey-
land in the Dominican Republic.”

The final cookie booth will be a bitter-
sweet day for the troop (but mostly 
sweet).

“As a troop, the girls earned their Sil-
ver Award (the second highest award in 
girl scouting) during the Covid pan-
demic by creating an outdoor skills es-
cape room that was based on the outdoor 
skills Amazing race-style competition 
they had planned on hosting,” Condon 
said. “Two members are currently work-
ing on their Gold Awards (the highest 
award in Girl Scouting and equivalent to 
the Boy Scout Eagle Award).”

As with all Girl Scouts, cookie sales 
fund the majority of the troop’s activi-
ties.

“Every year we sell thousands of box-
es of cookies to fund our troop,” Condon 
said. “We plan on making our final booth 
a true celebration.”

Their final year as a troop and final 
cookie sale will start at 11 a.m. March 30, 
at the Johnston Burger King on Putnam 
Pike.

“The troop has saved one box of 
Thanks A Lot cookies in deep freeze 
since 2021 when they were discontin-
ued,” Condon revealed. “We plan on 
making s'mores out of them at the end of 
the day to celebrate our last booth.”

A very important part of being a Girl 
Scout is the passage of wisdom down to 
younger members.

“This past year the troop has been 
hosting badge completion weekends for 
younger Girl Scouts to help fund their 
senior trip,” Condon explained. “They 
have been able to share their outdoor 
knowledge and love of camp with 
younger girls while helping the younger 
troops earn their Journey Awards which 
are prerequisites for earning Bronze, Sil-
ver, and Gold Awards.”

Troop 171 decided to go out on top of 
their game.

“They have also earned several of their 
own badges and are completing their 
Outdoor Art Master and Ultimate Out-
door Recreation badges,” Condon said. 
“This past year we have attended Bat Boy 
The Musical at RIC and drove to St. An-
selm College in Merrimack, New Hamp-
shire, to watch the great-great-grandson 
of Charles Dickens put on a one man 
theatrical performance of A Christmas 
Carol.”

OH THE 
ADVENTURES: 

Johnston’s Troop 171 
has had many wonderful 

adventures together 
through the years, 

including trips to New 
York City, Rocking Horse 

Ranch in New York, 
hiking and camping in 

New Hampshire on 
Mount Monadnock and 
Mount Willard, as well 

as a cruise, to Bermuda, 
St. Maarten, Tortola, 
Puerto Rico, and the 

Dominican Republic for 
their senior trip. They 

took a surfing lesson in 
San Juan and visited 

Monkeyland in the 
Dominican Republic. 

(Photo courtesy 
Megan Condon)

■ Troop
(Continued from page 1)

GLOBE-TROTTERS: Together, Johnston’s Troop 171 has traveled New York City, 
Rocking Horse Ranch in New York, hiking and camping in New Hampshire on Mount 
Monadnock and Mount Willard, as well as a cruise, to Bermuda, St. Maarten, Tor-
tola, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic for their senior trip. Their four Ambas-
sador Members will graduate from high school this year, so they’ve scheduled their 
final cookie booth on March 30. (Photo courtesy Megan Condon)
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JOHNSTON

Government thrives 
in the sunshine

If democracy dies in darkness, that logic should dic-
tate that government thrives under direct sunlight.

Such is the theory championed and emphasized 
during Sunshine Week, occurring right now (between 
March 10 and 16), which is driven by a growing non-
partisan group of newspaper organizations to implore 
the importance of fostering an open, transparent pro-
cess between those who administer the government 
and those who are governed.

It’s no surprise that as a newspaper group, we are 
intricately interested in being provided better access to 
the workings of government so we may report items of 

importance to 
our readers. But 
we would argue 
that, beyond our 
own needs, the 
average citizen 
in any communi-

ty should also be rooting for such access.
The pandemic provided a stark lesson to the entire 

nation regarding how crucial it is to understand what 
decisions are being made by whom, why they are be-
ing made, and whether or not those decisions are ap-
propriate, necessary, or even legal under existing laws. 
That period of rapid, often-chaotic decisionmaking 
truly emphasized how much of an impact our govern-
ment can have on our day-to-day lives, and showed 
why we should be keenly aware of its actions.

Positive changes also came from that period regard-
ing public access to government proceedings. For ex-
ample, many towns and cities across Rhode Island — 
which up until that point had only held public meet-
ings in person — began holding municipal meetings 
for various boards remotely online; opening up access 
to more citizens than ever who can’t necessarily dedi-
cate multiple hours during a weekday evening to trek 
down to city halls. This is a practice that should con-
tinue to expand, until every board has meetings on the 
record, available for remote viewing and accessible 
even after the adjournment motion is passed.

The ongoing catastrophe caused by the Washington 
Bridge provides another example why transparency is 
important, and why leaders in government must be 
accountable to the people whose safety depends upon 
their ability to make sound decisions.

If you have ever found yourself wanting to know 
more about how to access public records, and why 
such access is important, there is a worthwhile event 
happening in our neck of the woods this Saturday, 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the William Hall Library 
(1825 Broad St., Cranston). 

Speakers include Wheeler Cowperthwaite of The 
Providence Journal, Colleen Cronin of ecoRI News, 
Edward Fitzpatrick of The Boston Globe and Eli Sher-
man of WPRI-Providence. Registration is free and 
available at act.commoncause.org/events/demystify-
ing-democracy-sunshine-week-2024/.

From RI DEM & DOH

The Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management 
(DEM) and the Rhode Island De-
partment of Health (RIDOH) are 
reminding the public that as win-
ter moves into spring and the 
warmer weather brings more peo-
ple outdoors, they can expect to 
see more wildlife activity and 
should avoid interacting with 
wildlife to help protect both them-
selves and Rhode Island’s wildlife. 
Throughout the spring, wildlife 
tends to move around more fre-
quently with the onset of breeding 
behavior patterns. During this in-
creased period of wildlife activity, 
Rhode Islanders should remain 
vigilant and avoid approaching 
wildlife because all mammals 
statewide are susceptible to the 
rabies virus.

First confirmed in Rhode Island 
in 1994, the rabies virus is now 
endemic and can be expected to 
occur in wild mammal popula-
tions throughout the state. Vector 
species for rabies in Rhode Island 
include bats, racoons, wood-
chucks, skunks, and foxes, but can 
be carried by any other mammal. 
Occasionally bats can find their 
way into human living spaces and 
testing of the bat or preventative 
vaccination is recommended when 
a bat has been found within these 
areas when humans or pets may 
have been sleeping, or if the bat 
was present around individuals 
who are not able to communicate 
that they may have had contact 
with the animal. Infected animals 
can exhibit a wide range of symp-
toms, from aggressiveness to aim-
less wandering, lethargy, weak-
ness of the hind legs, and loss of 
awareness. Some animals show no 
symptoms and the only way to 
confirm rabies is through labora-
tory testing. Rabies is a viral dis-
ease acquired from the bite or 
scratch of a rabid animal. Without 

a post-exposure vaccine series, vir-
tually all cases are fatal. This post-
exposure vaccination should be 
administered as soon as possible to 
anyone with a known or likely ex-
posure to rabies, including those 
who received prior pre-exposure 
prophylaxis. Rabies treatment 
must be started as soon as possible 
after exposure. Anyone who has 
had a potential rabies exposure is 
urged to call RIDOH’s Center for 
Acute Infectious Disease Epidemi-
ology at 401-222-2577 (Monday-
Friday, 8:30 AM-4:30 PM) or 401-
276-8046 after hours for treatment 
guidance.

 “DEM stresses that wildlife is 
beautiful but should always be 
enjoyed from afar,” said RI State 
Veterinarian Dr. Scott Marshall. 
“Never approach wild animals 
and certainly never touch them. 
Handling mammals is always a 
potential rabies exposure. Once 
people handle or have contact with 
these animals, public health offi-
cials are compelled to test the ani-
mal for rabies, which requires that 
the animal be humanely dis-
patched because testing requires 
brain tissue.” 

Although wildlife will be mak-
ing more appearances in back-
yards, local parks, and sometimes 
unexpected areas in the spring-
time, simply observing a mammal 
in the daytime is not a cause for a 
concern or indicative of illness or 
abandonment. Each spring, Envi-
ronmental Police Officers from 
DEM’s Division of Law Enforce-
ment receive many calls from con-
cerned members of the public 
about “abandoned” baby wildlife. 
This is almost never the case. Un-
less a baby animal is visibly in-
jured or in immediate danger, it 
should not be approached, 
touched, picked up, or removed 
from the wild. If you observe an 
injured wild animal, please report 
it to the Wildlife Clinic of Rhode 
Island at 401-294-6363 for assis-

tance or to DEM’s 24/7 dispatch at 
401-222-3070. In the uncommon 
instance where a wild animal is 
observed exhibiting symptoms of 
illness such as acting strangely, the 
public should report it to their lo-
cal animal control officer or DEM 
and keep their distance. Although 
rabies can only be confirmed by 
laboratory testing, the costs associ-
ated with staff time to retrieve, 
ship, test, and dispose of each sus-
pected wildlife rabies specimen 
are expensive.

All dogs, cats, and ferrets are re-
quired by state law to have current 
vaccination against rabies and 
Rhode Island residents should 
vaccinate their pets for rabies if 
they are not already. Vaccination of 
pets prevents them from contract-
ing rabies and prevents people 
from becoming exposed to rabies 
through their pets. All pets should 
be kept indoors unless supervised. 
Any contact between a domestic 
animal and wild mammal should 
be reported to your veterinarian 
and local animal control officer. 
The Rhode Island Veterinary Med-
ical Association (RIVMA) and or-
ganizations throughout the state 
offer rabies vaccination clinics for 
reduced cost vaccines. Although 
most livestock are not required to 
be vaccinated for rabies, DEM and 
RIDOH strongly recommend that 
livestock owners consult with their 
veterinarian to vaccinate their ani-
mals.

EDITOR’S NOTE: For more infor-
mation on how to prevent rabies, 
please visit RIDOH’s website. For 
more information on rabies and ways 
to protect yourself and your pets, 
please see this RIDOH fact sheet. For 
more information on DEM programs 
and initiatives, visit www.dem.ri.gov. 
Follow DEM on Facebook, Twitter (@
RhodeIslandDEM), or Instagram (@
rhodeisland.dem) for timely updates.

DEM, DOH remind public of rabies prevention tips as 
spring approaches and wildlife becomes more active
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LegaL
Notices

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: Laura Saucier 2 Knollridge Dr 
North Smithfield RI. A public auction 
will be held at 100 South St John-
ston  RI on March 23, 2024 at 900 
am. The vehicle a 2004 Chevrolet 
1GCJK33274F187656 belonging to 
the above. the auction being held is 
to satisfy towing and storage fees

3/14/24

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: Enterprise Trust 600 Corporate 
Park Dr St Louis MO, A public auc-
tion will be held at 775 Hartford Ave 
Johnston RI on March 23,2024 at 
900 am. The vehicle a 2016 Chevro-
let 2GNFLFEK8G6140787 belong-
ing to the above. the auction being 
held is to satisfy towing and storage 
fees. 

3/14/24

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: American Credit Acceptance PO 
Box 4419 Wilmington,OH Melody 
Merino 191 Fruit Hill Ave No. Provi-
dence RI A public auction will be 
held at 775 Hartford Ave Johnston  
RI on March 23 2024 at 900 am. 
The vehicle a 2016 Jeep Cherokee  
1C4PJLCB0GW206677 belonging 
to the above. the auction being held 
is to satisfy towing and storage fees.  

3/14/24

Public Notice
Town of Johnston
Public Hearing

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON:

Thursday, March 28th, 2024 AT 6:00 PM
The meeting will be held at the 

Johnston Municipal Court Building 
located at 1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919 

The Johnston Town Council will conduct a Public Hearing 
pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Section 44-3-9 
concerning a proposed ordinance authorizing a Revised 
Tax Stabilization Agreement ("Agreement") between the 
Town of Johnston and Amazon.com Services, LLC/Owner 
for real property located in the Town of Johnston identified 
as Assessor's Plat 54, Lots 39, 40, 42, 54, 61, 75, 89, 90, and 
93, located at Hartford Avenue, Johnston, RI, consisting of 
approximately 195 acres of land. Said Agreement shall also 
include any improvements constructed on the property and 
any and all personal property located thereon. Said public 
hearing shall be held on March 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Johnston Municipal Court Building located at 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919. 

The meeting place is accessible to the handicapped in 
conformance with R.I.G.L. 42-46-2. Individuals requesting 
interpreter services for the hearing impaired must notify the 
Office of the Town Clerk at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting date.

Johnston Town Council Attest:
Robert V. Russo,  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr., 
President Town Clerk

3/14/24

High Honors
Melissa Aguilar 2025
Skyla Almeida 2026
Andre Amato 2027
Lucas Anderson 2025
Samaya Anzivino 2027
Samaya Ariza 2027
Jenna Aucone 2024
Kevin Biscelli 2024
Aura Blanco Mazariegos 2024
Trinity Blondin 2024
Isabella Boudreau 2027
Logan Brennan 2024
Sadie Bun 2025
Tyler Buote 2025
Matthew Clements 2025
Elise Connors 2024
Giuseppe Cucinotta 2025
Jazmin Cuello-Pineda 2025
Arianna Dandy 2025
Ava DiNobile 2026
Adrianna Dinucci 2025
Lauren Dixon 2025
Anelee Fernandez 2027
Cameron Ferrara 2024
Olivia Forgetta 2026
Robert Franchini 2025
Alistar Roe Fredette 2026
Ayberson Garcia Cruz 2025
Naomy Garcia Ore 2026
Kylie Geremia 2027
Jonathan Guilmette 2024
Gianna Halliwell 2024
Mona Imrane 2026
Lana Jencks 2027
Elizabeth Kue 2027
Dario La Terra Bellina 2027
Brenton Lang 2025
Nina Lautieri 2024
Timothy Liang 2026
Jaylin Loeum 2024
Dylan Lussier 2024
Isabella Maggiacomo 2024
Channsophonn Mam 2025
Chelsea Maranhao 2024
Samantha Marcotte 2024
Logan Martins 2025
Bennett McClish 2026
Peyton McClish 2024
Julia McLellan 2027
Dariana Munoz 2025
Hector Munoz-Lopez 2024
Eliyahna Negron 2024
Neriah Nhar-Matko 2025
Brendon Norris 2024
Janelle Nunez 2025
Sebastian Orozco 2024
David Pagliarini 2024
James Pastore 2024
Loren Pastore 2025
Nicole Patenaude 2025
Noelle Patenaude 2025

Alessandra Pesare 2024
Jacob Pettit 2026
Genesis Pineda 2025
Matthew Ponte 2025
Fallon Provoyeur 2026
Donavin Quinones 2024
Alexis Rivera 2026
Hollan Rodgers 2026
Rayven Russell 2026
Sebastian Sanchez 2027
Raylin Santos 2024
Jason Schino 2026
Shanna Scopelliti 2024
Lia Shenk 2027
Lucas Simpson 2026
Aiden Soto 2025
Emmerson Sylvia 2024
Emma Taglianetti 2027
Ayla Tellier 2027
Branden Testa 2024
Jayden Testa 2024
Abraham Tillett 2025
Ariana Torres Morales 2024
Cameron Veitch 2026
Anthony Vendetti 2026
Benjamin Verduchi 2026
Sofia Williams 2027
Thomas Xoydara 2027
Timothy Xoydara 2027
Syeda Zainab 2024
Total High Honors: 91

1st Honors
Katlyn Allen 2026
Willow Andrews 2024
Gabriella Barata 2026
Kaitlyn Barbosa 2026
Colin Bishop 2027
Kalina Bonetti 2024
Caspian Briggs 2027
I’daizha Brown 2026
Dylan Calabro 2026
Ryan Capraro 2026
Andrew Cardullo 2026
Michael Carlino 2024
Jacob Carr 2024
Ryan Carvalho 2025
Henri Chan 2025
Elliot Cortesi 2025
Landon Costello 2024
Santino Cucinotta 2027
Timothy Davis 2024
Alexia DiLorenzo 2024
Alberto Estrada 2024
William Ferrara 2027
Logan Finelli 2027
Diana Gaitan Flores 2027
Kiniya Glenn 2025
Serenity Gonzalez 2024
Joseph Grenier 2026

Riley Guenette 2024
Isabella Halliwell 2027
Maximus Halton 2026
Amelia Healy 2027
Walter Homenick 2026
Brooke Houle 2027
Mineishka Hunt 2024
Ariana Iasimone 2024
Vanessa Javery 2025
Vanessa Jean-Philippe 2027
Karen Lastor Rojas 2024
Hannah Lavergne 2024
Katelyn Loffler 2025
Joseph Lopez Tavares 2025
Freddy Magana Landaverde 2027
Jordan Maggiacomo 2027
Charlene Maranhao 2027
Balla Marone 2025
Isabela Martinez 2027
Jealeen Mateo 2027
Makayla Melillo 2027
Ava Mello 2026
Arthur Men 2027
Gabriela Mercado 2024
Jiana Mitsoulis 2024
Connor Niles 2025
Gianna Orozco 2025
Aubree Padula 2027
Elianna Paez 2027
Lexie Palma 2024
Anthony Pannone 2027
Sheyla Perez Sosa 2025
Ariana Perron 2026
Nikko Pezza 2027
Madison Picchi 2027
Skyla Prata 2025
Sydney Raposo 2025
Michelle Recinos 2024
Natalya (Nathan) Rhind 2027
Gianna Ricci 2025
Brissya Rodriguez 2026
Joaquin Rodriguez 2027
Yandery Rodriguez 2024
Lilianna ( Warren ) Salois 2025
Leah Sanchez Perez 2026
Sthefany Sandoval Orellano 2026
Miguel Santamaria Romero 2025
James Senno 2027
Andrew Sia 2024
Kimberly Sibilia 2025
Nathaniel Smith 2024
Nixon Soto 2027
Shylah Soto 2024
Kailey Souza 2027
Carl Taglianetti 2024
Luke Taglianetti 2025
Josie Torti 2027
Lena Torti 2024
Kyle Urban 2027
Cameron Walker 2024
Jordan (Fae) Weston 2025
Austin Wheeler 2025
Total 1st Honors: 89

2nd Honors
Michael Abbruzzi 2025
Talia Abbruzzi 2026
Jayvin Adamo 2026
Logan Akins 2025
Saad Alam 2025
Selena Albanese 2027
Aubree Allen 2024
Roman Amato 2027
Morgan Andrews 2027
Ella Annicelli 2027
Ryan Audino 2024
Angel Avila 2026
Elianna Baptista 2027
Isabella Barata 2025
Ava Becker 2026
Benjamin Bejnar 2025
Nicholas Benoit 2026
Kara Bonetti 2026
Ethan Bracey 2027
Jack Bremer 2025
Layla Rose Bryand 2027
Juan Burgos Vilchez 2027
Brianna Bussolari 2027
Jayden Cabreja 2024
Gerson Cabrera 2024
Abner Cambranes 2027
Madison Campano 2027
Carolina Cardoso 2024
Georgiana Cardullo 2024
Eduardo Castillo Ramirez 2025
Jonelvis Castro 2027
Dylan Cerio 2025
Morgan Cerullo 2026
Michael Chavier 2024
Sofia China 2024

Raymond Cimino 2024
Christopher Civetti 2024
Shemorie Constant 2027
Evan Correia 2024
Aidan Cross 2027
Janiya Cruz 2026
Chantal DeJesus 2025
Hunter D’Elia 2026
Nathan Della Morte 2026
Devin DelSanto 2024
Edison Diaz Gomez 2026
Anthony DiBiasio 2025
Tyler Diodati 2025
Jada DiRaimo 2026
Samson D’Uva 2025
James Estrada 2025
Regan Estrella 2024
Fiona Fairbanks 2027
Emily Fashjian 2026
Landon Faucher 2024
Vanessa Febus 2026
Alex Fedorchuk 2024
Gianna Ferranti 2026
Sophia Finegan 2025
Steven Finegan 2024
Kalyn Foster 2025
Richard Foster 2027
Irais Franco 2024
Deanna Funches 2026
Evangelia Georgiladakis 2027
Annabella Gesualdi 2026
Kingstan Glenn 2024
Ian Gobeille 2027
Marielys Gomez Mendez 2027
Brendon Grace 2025
Isabella Grimshaw 2026
Yadier Grullon 2026
Jennifer Guerrero 2027
Angel Guzman 2024
Victoria Hansen 2026
Tyler Hartmann 2025
Wally Hassan 2025
Logan Hemstreet 2024
Madison Hogan 2025
Malikai Hopp 2025
Dineishka Hunt 2024
Olivia Iafrate 2026
Morgan Johnson 2027
Emily Joseph 2026
Jaylinn Khun 2027
Alyssa Kleinberg 2026
Lucio La Terra Bellina 2024
Caden Langlois 2025
Ariana Lara 2027
Anthony Lastor Quinonez 2025
Andre Lataille 2025
Gabriella Laviano 2027
Alyssa Leclerc 2025
Isabella Liang 2027
Sebastiana Lux Hernandez 2026
Andrew Lyman 2025
Angelica Maddaline 2026
Neko Mahony 2025
Gabriella Marandola 2024
Analese Marcano 2026
Analeah Martins 2027
Caroline McCormack 2026
Rachael Mendoza 2026
Ernesto Mercado Anez 2026
Michael Messina 2026
Benjamin Monahan 2024
Melissa Emely Monteiro 2026
Alan Montenegro 2025
Antonio Morales 2027
Karissa Morales 2025
Michael Morsilli 2027
Mia Mowry 2024
Alexandra Musa 2026
Davian Nunez 2024
Lizbeth Nunez 2027
Brady O’Donnell 2027
Ryan Oliver 2026
Elijah Omari 2027
Courtney Ortega 2027
Randy Ortega 2025
Daniestheliz Ortiz 2027
Yeremy Ovalles 2025
Evelyn Pagliarini 2027
Aiden Pannone 2027
Alexis (Alex) Pannone 2024
Evin Paquette 2024
Gabriella Pascale 2025
Abagail Patnaude 2024
Isabella Paulson 2027
Alvin Pena 2026
Matthew Penafiel 2025
Miliani Peralta 2025
Anthony Perito 2026
Michael Perugino 2024
Caroline Pesenecker 2025
McKerry Petit Homme 2027
Brea Pezzullo 2026
Kaylee Phillips 2026
Ethan Placella 2025

Johnston Senior High School Q2 Honor Roll
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Maryann Vita
22nd Birthday Remembrance

March 16

I still miss the sound of your voice,
The joy of your laughter and
Your presence that glowed.

Time changes nothing because
I miss you as much today 

as the day you left.
Rest in Peace Little Miss Sunshine

Love, Gram Elaine

Birthday Remembrance

Maryann Vita
March 16, 2002 - august 11, 2020

In LovIng MeMory 
of a granddaughter

those we love remain with us,
for love itself lives on.

Cherished memories never fade,
Because a loved one is gone.

those we love can be
More than a thought apart.

for as long as there is memory.
they’ll live on in our heart.

 
Love, 

Grandma Gallucci

Maryann Vita
22nd Birthday Remembrance

March 16

In loving memory of your Birthday

Today’s just one of the many days
That always make me sad.

For I know it’s too late to say
The things I wish I had.

You see if I’d told you
Far more often that I cared,
And that I was so grateful

For the happy times we’d shared.
And time’s passed since the day you left

But still I’m asking why
You couldn’t have stayed for longer

And we had to say goodbye.
And now that your birthday’s here

All there is left to do
Is hope that heaven lets you know

How much I’m missing you.

Love ~ 
Mom and Dad and Michael

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

In 
Memoriam

Remember your late 
loved ones with an
In Memoriam ad

Simply provide your 
loved one’s picture, your 
verse or pick a verse 
from our selection. We 
will be happy to assist 
you. We have many 
sizes and to accommo-
date your budget.

For more information, 
call Ida at

732-3100

Johnston Senior High School Q2 Honor Roll
Kaylee Poole 2024
Jonathan Prata 2026
Catherine Privitera 2025
Danny Quinn 2024
Leium Quinones 2027
Joseph Ramos Cardoza 2026
Tzivya Reyes 2026
Gian Ricci 2027
Isabella Ricci 2026
Alayath Rietwijk 2025
Danielson Rivas 2025
Ariana Rivera 2024
Delaynee Rodriguez 2027
Henry Rodriguez 2027
Jayanah Rollins 2024
Isaac Roman 2025
Leandro Roquez 2026
Brayan Rosales Carrascoza 2024
Diana Rosales 2024
Adriana Rossi 2027
Aiven Rua 2025
Ivana Rua 2027
Joshua Sanford 2024
Jesse Santillan 2025
Melissa (Gus) Sauret 2024
Gianna Sauro 2026
Hailey Segee 2027
Malachi Seyon 2024
Luke Sharpless 2026
Katelyn Silva 2027
Alexander Smith 2027
Christian Sonner 2024
Skyley Soto 2025
Brandon Souza 2025
Ariana Stoepker 2025

Alexander Subirana 2026
Faith Summers 2024
Alik Symoungkoun 2026
Alyssa Tillson 2024
Jared Urizar-Santos 2025
Christopher Valdivieso 2027
Isabella Vargas 2026
Marques Vasquez 2025
NeAri Vasquez 2024
Sarah Vasquez 2025
Angel Veillard 2027
Fabian Vejarano-Tolentino 2027
Ronald Vento 2026
Lia Vidal Roman 2026
Abdiel Vidal 2027
Rowan Vien 2027
Victoria Villafane 2026
Carldjon’n Volcy 2027
Sincere Waldron 2025
Ava Waterman 2024
Jaiden Weston 2026
Janelle Yeomans 2026
Total 2nd Honors: 196

3rd Honors
Tala Alsheikh Kassem 2026
Haylee Andrews 2027
Lailany Aponte 2027
Hailey Arroyo 2024
Marlice Baptista 2026

Brian Brennan 2027
Jordan Caparrelli 2027
Brooklynn Case 2025
Lorenzo Catanzaro 2026
Giovanni Celani 2027
Abbigaelle Cenafils 2027
Nevaeha Coelho 2027
Faith Connolly 2027
Julian Correia 2024
Jonathan Cruz Granados 2026
Anthony Daya 2026
Yarielis DeJesus 2026
David Delfino 2025
Jensee DePena 2025
Maya Diclo 2025
Santo DiRaimo 2025
Skyler Dupre 2024
Katelyn Fleet 2026
Jaelyn Fraser 2027
Jesse Geyer 2026
Robert Graham 2025
Dylan Guernon 2024
Jasmin Guerrero 2024
Kenderra Guertin 2025
Carlos Gutierrez Deleon 2025
Yeimy Gutierrez Santos 2027
Noah Hazebrouck 2027
Adam Heywood 2026
Tyler Holton 2025
Logan Horne 2024
Marcel Johnson Goncalves 2025
Hailee Joyal Weiss 2025
Karissa Kopka 2026
Chantelle Lacasse 2026
Michael Lariviere 2026

Na’imah Lopes 2026
Lisbeth Maldonado 2025
Joseph Matteo 2024
Julianna Melgar 2027
Elias Milhouse 2026
Ashley Morales 2025
Chavier Moreira 2027
Jonathan Morris 2025
Heber Munoz Lopez 2026
Nicholas Nardolillo 2027
Justice Palmer 2027
Dean Paris 2025
Brianna Parsons 2024
Ellyce Perez 2026
Victoria Repollet 2026
Deakin Reyes 2025
Jahaziel Rodriguez 2024
David Roland 2026
Sofia Rose 2025
Byron Saavedra Valiente 2027
Camila Sanchez Lamarche 2025
Kiara Sanchez 2026
Josianny Santana 2027
Victoria Sical 2024
Alana Smith 2027
Kenneth Smith 2024
Jacob Spinella 2024
Michael Stone 2025
Janie-Alice Thompson 2027
Bobbi’Sue Trahan 2025
Leanna Vargas 2026
Leah Volcy 2027
Ryan Waterman 2027
Logan Woodall 2025
Total 3rd Honors: 74

Join Ms. Melyssa for STEAM on Thursdays 
through April 4.

STEAM: Thursdays at 5 p.m., March 14 through 
April 4

Children ages 6 to 9 are invited to experiment, 
explore and build with Ms. Melyssa.

Art Smart for Ages 8 to 12: Wednesdays from 4 to 
5:30 pm, March 13 to April 10

Have fun exploring different art styles, tech-
niques and genres.

Register at https://mohrlibrary.org/forchildren.
php.

Art Smart Jr. for Ages 5 to 7: Continues Saturdays, 
March 19 and March 30 through April 20 (no class 
March 23). Choose from two sessions,  from 2 to 3 
pm, or 3:30 to 4:30. 

Have fun exploring different art styles, tech-
niques and genres

See mohrlibrary.org or call 401-231-4980 to regis-
ter.

There is an ongoing book sale in the lower level, 
whenever the library’s open.

Library hours are Monday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Required registration opens March 6 for art and 
science programs for elementary-school-age kids 
with Ms. Melyssa.

More 
at 

Mohr Library

From the Staff

Our Senior Center gives our all, to make our 
members feel welcome and enjoy the time they 
spend here.

Along with the activities, lunch is served daily. 
Bingo is every Thursday and Friday at 2 p.m.

Looking forward to seeing you!
Together we will bring our Center back to life and 

make it better than ever. Thank you to all our mem-
bers.

Weekly Fun
Monday — Arts and Crafts

Monday & Wednesday — Hi Lo Jack 
Tuesday — Quilting
Wednesday — Poker

Thursday — Mar Jong
Thursday & Friday — Bingo

Upcoming Activities
•	 Mondays — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 

a.m.; Arts & Crafts, 10:30 a.m.; Hi Lo Jack, 
12:30 p.m.

•	 Tuesday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 
a.m.

•	 Wednesday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 
a.m.; Quilting, 9:30 a.m.; Zumba, 10 a.m.; Fit 
& Strong –Chair, 11 a.m.

•	 Thursday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 
a.m.; Mahjong, 9:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga, 10 a.m.; 
Bone Builders, 11 a.m.

•	 Friday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.; 
Line Dancing, 10 a.m.; Fit & Strong-Chair, 11 
a.m.

Trips & Events
•	 Monday, March 18, Biomes Marine Biology 

Center, 10 a.m. ($5 per person)
•	 Tuesday, March 26, Book Club with Mary, 10 

a.m.
•	 Tuesday, March 26, Lunch & Movie ($10 per 

person)
•	 Wednesday, March 27, Mystery Lunch ($10 

per person)
•	 Wednesday, March 27, Paint with Sue, 6 p.m. 

($20 per person)

Johnston 
Senior
Center 

Highlights
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

Johnston Police Log
CHILD MOLESTATION

On March 1, the Providence County Grand Jury re-
turned an indictment charging Matteo Ruolo, 63, of John-
ston, with two counts of first-degree child molestation, 
and one count of second-degree sexual assault, according 
to the Rhode Island Attorney General’s Office.

“The alleged acts occurred in the town of Johnston on 
diverse dates between November 11, 1995, and Novem-
ber 11, 2000,” according to a press release from the AG’s 
Office. “The Rhode Island State Police conducted the in-
vestigation. The defendant is scheduled to be arraigned 
on March 20, 2024, in Providence County Superior 
Court.”

DUI
Around 11:30 p.m., Jan. 28, Warwick Police stopped a 

black 2023 Jeep after observing the driver make several 
alleged violations while on patrol on Centerville Road.

“The vehicle was stopped in front of me,” Warwick 
Police Sgt. Nelson C. Carreiro wrote in the arrest report. 
“Half of the vehicle was over the stop line clearly marked 
at the intersection of Centerville and Hardig Road.”

When the light turned green, the vehicle drove on but 
allegedly crossed the white dotted lines and swerved 
several times. 

Carreiro initiated a traffic stop in the area of the Airport 
Connector on I-95 northbound.

Police identified the driver as Julio J. Roques, 40, of 2 
Day St., Johnston. He told police he had just one beer 
while watching a football game in West Warwick.

Police said his eyes were “a bit bloodshot.” Police say 
they smelled alcohol. 

Carreiro called Warwick Police Officer Zachary D. Ca-
paldo to the scene. 

They asked Roques if he would consent to a series of 
standardized field sobriety tests. Following the tests, 
Roques was arrested and charged with DUI of Liquor 
(BAC Unknown, first offense). He’ll receive citations for 
Refusal to Submit to a Chemical Test (first offense), Leav-
ing the Lane of Travel, Laned Roadway Violations, and 
Stopping on Traveled Portion of Open Highway.

By RORY SCHULER

A pair of alleged “grandparent scammers” have been 
arrested by Warwick Police.

According to Warwick Police Detective Capt. John 
McAniff, local victims nearly taken for more than 
$50,000 before investigators stepped in.

According to a Warwick Police press release, on March 
7, a victim reported to the department they were the 
victims of a scam now commonly known as a “grand-
parent scam.”

“Officer Chretien identified this scam as ongoing and 
brought Detectives in to assist,” according to WPD. “A 
plan was formulated to attempt a controlled delivery to 
the suspect on March 8 … at the victim’s residence.”

Capt. McAniff explained that the victims received a 
phone call from someone posing as an attorney. The fake 
attorney tells the victim that their grandson or daughter 
has been involved in a car crash, and that they needed 
money for bail. The alleged scammers then send a cou-
rier out to the victims’ home to pick up the money.

“Hey look, your grandson or daughter’s been in-
volved in an accident,” Capt. McAniff said, giving an 
example of how this scam sometimes works. “They hit 
another car and they need money for bail. If you can 
raise the money, we’ll come pick it up.”

According to Capt. McAniff, the fake lawyer first told 
the victims to get $18,000 ready. Then, following pick-up 
of those funds, the fake lawyer called back with a more 
outrageous story.

“Then courier calls back and says, ‘Unfortunately the 
car had a pregnant female inside and she miscarried,’” 
Capt. McAniff said. “(They) asked for $50,000 more. (The 
victims) said they could only come up with $40,000, and 

they said, ‘That’s fine.’”
“Then we came up with a sting,” said Capt. McAniff. 

In the past, according to Capt. McAniff, prospective vic-
tims have been told to go out and purchase gift cards. 
“Maybe that played itself out,” he said earlier this week. 
Now the scammers mostly seek cash. 

On the morning of March 8, “members of the Warwick 
Police Department’s Night Detectives, Special Opera-
tions Group, Financial Crimes, and Criminal Investiga-
tions units began working with the victims to ensure the 
suspect was still planning on receiving the victim’s 
money,” according to police.

Around 2 p.m., Warwick Police Detectives inside the 
home spotted “a subject walking up to the residence 
matching the description of a suspect from a similar 
scam that had just been reported in Coventry.”

Following the delivery, Warwick Police “Detectives 
Arico and Sarkisian took the subject into custody after a 
brief foot pursuit,” according to police. “Detectives con-
ducting surveillance apprehended the suspected get-
away driver. Both suspects were taken into custody for 
Obtaining Property Under False Pretenses … and Con-
spiracy-Felony.”

Police identified the suspects as Jason Rhodes, 34, of 
Flushing, New York (the alleged suspect at the resi-
dence) and Robert Munoz, 29, of Miami, Florida (the al-
leged getaway driver).

Capt. McAniff noted that the fake attorney on the 
phone used the name of “Trump’s lawyer … Michael 
Cohen.”

“As part of the investigation, a court-authorized 
search warrant for a Warwick hotel room registered in 
Munoz’s name was executed,” according to Warwick 
Police. “Detectives seized evidence connecting the sus-

pects to other ‘grandparent scams’ as well as a large sum 
of US currency. This remains an active investigation. 
Detectives are looking at other evidence to try to locate 
other victims, as this scam is being reported throughout 
Rhode Island.”

Warwick Police urge anyone who believes they may 
have been the victim “of this or a similar scam to contact 
their respective police department.”

Grandparents, especially, should be on the alert for 
possible scams.

“As law enforcement, if we’re ever looking for some-
one to post bail, we’ll never send a courier,” Capt. 
McAniff warned city residents. “We’ll ask people to 
come here with the bail. We won’t send people to ran-
dom people’s houses to pick up cash. That should be a 
red flag.”

The scam has been reported in communities through-
out the region.

“It’s pretty much happening all over New England 
right now,” Capt. McAniff said. “Obviously.”

“This is OUTSTANDING work by the WPD!” War-
wick Mayor Frank Picozzi posted on his social media 
accounts. “Criminals that scam money from senior citi-
zens are the lowest of the low. We as a city are so proud 
of our police department!”

Alleged ‘grandparent scammers’ arrested in Warwick
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Call

401-351-3900

HEATING
SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps

• Roof Top Systems
Generator Installations

Complete Electrical Services
• Service Contracts Available •

We Provide Complete Air Conditioning,
Gas Heating and Heat Pump

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Mutual
HVAC 

Service & Installation

A Full In-House Design, 
Installation & Service Company

RI Reg. #1561

WE
CONVERT

OIL TO
GAS

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!” RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
Service & Installation

Keeping you comfortable 
since 1934!

50 Years
of  Satisfied 
Customers

ULTIMATE UPHOLSTERY
1505 MAIN STREET
WEST WARWICK

828-4555
ultimateupholsteryri.com      sofaman8@aol.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY  
We do not recover furniture, we reupholster it!

Campers, Boats, Restaurants, Hair Salons,
Medical Offices, Hospitals, Country Clubs & More! 

50 YEARS H 3 GENERATIONS

Richard J Fontaine Sr. Richard J Fontaine Jr. Aaron Fontaine
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ATE

 UPHOLSTERY

Spring has Sprung...
Let’s make sure your
septic doesn’t!

Spring   
  Cleaning!

732-3234
FriendlySeptic.com

septic
We’ve Got Your Back!
Call us to schedule your 
septic pump out today!
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Advertise on our upcoming 
pages published on

March 20, March 27 & April 3

Call 732-3100

“I’m trained in history, arche-
ology and anthropology so I am 
constantly thinking about this 
place from a variety of view-
points — trying to understand 
all the stories it tells,” Patten 
explained. “So for me, the thru-
line is the land — that is the 
thing that connects all the chap-
ters of this place. One day, when 
we are no longer its stewards, 
the land will continue to speak.”

Drake and her husband 
Wright Patten bought the farm 
in 2014.

Since, they “have worked to 
re-wild this place while also 
developing a rare breed fiber 
flock to promote wool as a rem-
edy to synthetic fabric and fast 
fashion.”

“The work is relentless and 
often overwhelming (there are 
only two of us) but it is always 
fulfilling, it is always a gift,” 
Patten wrote via email on Tues-
day morning, as the chores 

piled up. She was short on time, 
but long on love for Hurricane 
Hill.

Shear Passion

Hurricane Hill Farm’s still 
working. 

Drake Patten shepherds a 
small flock of Leicester Long-
wool sheep. Her Johnston His-
torical Society talk will be called 
“Woolen-u-like to talk about it? 
The history and tradition of fi-
ber farming on a small Rhode 
Island Farm.”

“In this conversation, we’ll 
explore the history and magic 
of wool, its intimate role in ear-
ly America, its 20th Century re-
placement with plastic-based 
textiles and its exciting current 
resurgence as a sustainable, re-
newable material for a climate 
change-conscious future,” she 
wrote in her pitch to the John-
ston Historical Society. “We’ll 
handle fleece and finished 
products, discuss how raw 
fleece goes from the back of a 
sheep to your back and delve 
into the life of a shepherd. All of 

this will be viewed through the 
lens of a 21st Century fiber 
farmer working on an historic, 
conservation farm in Cranston.”

Patten assured the historical 
preservationists on Putnam 
Pike that “no sheep will be 
harmed in this talk,” but “sadly, 
none will be attending.”

“Before [she] fell in love with 
sheep,” Drake Patten said she 
worked in the “local nonprofit 
sector leading the RI Council 
for the Humanities and the Steel 
Yard.” She also owned Cluck! 
Farm and Garden until 2020, 
but now focuses primarily on 
selling heritage goods, hosting 
farm events, and most impor-
tantly, raising Leicester Long-
wool sheep.

Hurricane Hill Farm, while 
focused on wool production, 
has survived and evolved over 
time and now plays a few other 
integral roles (courtesy of its 
owners). So, besides a working 
farm, Hurricane Hill’s also a 
peaceful retreat, a home to art-
ists, a workplace of makers, an 
event space, a naturalist’s de-

light and a place to stay, accord-
ing to its website (www.hurri-
canehillfarm.com).

“Back in 2014, we had only a 
tiny inkling of what it would 
take to begin the re-awakening 
of this place we call Hurricane 
Hill,” Patten wrote. “What we 
had instead was a big dream, a 
lot of determination and some 
decent experience with old 
places. Still, what we had imag-
ined while we negotiated price 
and sought financing paled in 
comparison to what we learned 
once the property became 
ours.”

Preserving More Than Land

Hurricane Hill Farm’s motto: 
“Shave ‘em to Save ‘em!”

“I am fascinated with how 
intertwined (pun intended) tex-
tiles (and textile production) 
were in our lives for millennia 
and how far away we have 
strayed from that as manufac-
turing and profit turned to syn-
thetic material and fast fashion-
most of that only in the last 100 

years,” Patten wrote. “When I 
have the opportunity to point 
out how closely we once lived 
with animals like sheep (for ex-
ample how many sheep-related 
phrases are part of our lan-
guage), I find that people slow 
down and think about that.”

Her presentation on March 24 
is “intentionally interactive and 
built with a hands-on focus.” 
She’ll utilize “no slides or Pow-
erpoint, just conversation and 
exploration.”

“My husband and I live on a 
farm where the past is ever also 
the present and that has a great 
influence on how we work, 
what we think about and how 
we try to share it with others,” 
Patten explained. “While the 
talk won’t bring people to the 
farm, we do have our Shearing 
Day coming up on May 4th — a 
great day to see the farm in ac-
tion and watch the flock get 
shorn for the summer.”

When Drake and Wright Pat-
ten first visited Hurricane Hill, 

■ Sheep
(Continued from page 1)

■      Sheep - page 12
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Thank You

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

THE FARM: 
Hurricane Hill Farm 
was established in 

1754 and  
“re-established” in 
2014 by owners/

farmers Drake and 
Wright Patten. The 

farm’s located at 684 
Natick Ave. in 

Cranston.

“the land was neglected 
and overgrown, the soil 
heavily compacted from 
years of horses on un-
tended trails.”

“Trees had healed 
around old sections of 
fencing, lengths of dis-
carded hose held gates 
shut-or permanently 
open,” Patten explained. 
“Piles of tires and car 
parts littered the woods. 

Swathes of the property 
were literally impassable. 
Some neighbors had tak-
en to using our land as a 
dumping ground for old 
Christmas trees, yard 
waste and their dogs’ 
needs.”

A 19th Century barn 
still stood, however, 
framed in timber and 
packed “with trash and 
broken equipment.”

“The rental cottage was 
neglected and, as we came 
to learn, inhabited by a 
robust population of 
mice,” Patten recalled. 
“The main house, al-
though well-restored in 
the first half of the 20th 
Century, needed a total 
reset. Every single build-
ing needed a coat of paint 
and new gutters. We knew 
the farm had been loved 
before us, and we be-
lieved it would rise to the 
occasion of being loved 
again, but it was hard to 
see the path.”

The couple had a terri-
ble first winter, marred by 
“buried junction boxes, 
mouse nests, a suspect 
pipe, sodden insulation … 
Any tradespeople we 
hired had to reschedule as 
the snow piled up and our 
governor closed the 
roads.”

“We stood inside the 
gutted cottage, listened to 
the howling wind and 
watched deer come in si-
lent numbers to the back 
field, raising high up on 
their hooves to eat any 
and every bit of any ever-
green they could reach,” 
Patten recalled. “It was 
the starving time out-
doors. Indoors, we were 
feeling a bit worried our-
selves.”

Then they discovered 
delightful surprises — “a 
hidden cache of love let-
ters from World War II, an 
attic time-capsule with 
still more correspondence 
(this time from the Viet-
nam War), racks of vin-
tage clothes, a box of Bea-
tles memorabilia and a 

few lovely oil paintings” 
— which fueled their ef-
forts.

“And of course, the best 
surprise was how much 
difference it made as each 
surface was stripped, 
cleaned and refinished,” 
Patten explains to pro-
spective visitors. “Slowly, 
but surely, the path 
cleared. Since that first 
winter, we have contin-
ued to experience ups and 
downs, continued to find 
ourselves fixing one thing 
only to see another one 
break. Sometimes we 
curse the place, some-
times its beauty brings us 
to tears.”

The sheep help. Their 
wool growing, thicken-
ing; the personality-
packed animals ever in 
need of attention.

“What has been a con-
stant throughout is the 
miracle of the farm re-

turning to life — of land 
being given back to its 
wild self and to bird life 
and to us,” Patten wrote 
to preserve the history of 
her farm’s resurrection. 
“And all those creatures 
(and we) have become 
part of this place. Today, 
we marvel at the diversity 
of birdsong, the density of 
native bees and other in-
sects, the return of native 
plants to our meadows 
and even the seasonal mi-
gration of frogs across the 
land (and sometimes 
through our buildings). 
Even on the hardest days, 
we feel gratitude. There 
could be no better meta-
phor for life.”

The March 24 Johnston 
Historical Society event 
will be free and open to 
the public. For more infor-
mation, call 401-231-3380 
or email johnstonhistori-
cal1825@gmail.com.

WOOL SCHOOL: Drake and Wright Patten own and 
operate Hurricane Hill Farm in Western Cranston.  
At 2 p.m., on Sunday, March 24, Drake will deliver a 
presentation at the Johnston Historical Society’s 101 
Putnam Pike museum. 

■ Sheep
(Continued from page 11)
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FAMILY FEATURES

Even though it’s common knowl-
edge that tax day is April 15 (April 
18 for filing 2015 taxes in 2016), 
many people wait until the last 

minute to file their income taxes.
According to the Internal Revenue Ser-

vice, 20-25 percent of Americans wait until 
the two weeks prior to the deadline to pre-
pare their tax returns. To avoid scrambling 
as tax season draws to a close, here are 
some tips to help you prepare and file your 
taxes - even at the last minute.

Get Organized

One of the biggest tax time hassles for 
many is getting the necessary documents 
together. To make preparing your taxes 
go smoother, make sure you have the 
information you will need, including all of 
those forms that come in January, such as 
W-2s, 1099, mortgage interest statements, 
student loan statements and any receipts 

related to moving, medical bills or work 
expenses before you sit down to file your 
return.

Itemize Your Deductions

While it’s easier to just take the standard 
deduction, you may be able to save more 
by itemizing - and it’s worth the added 
work if your qualified expenses add up 
to more than the 2015 standard deduc-
tion for an individual ($6,300) or married 
couple filing jointly ($12,600). Many de-
ductions are well-known, including those 
for children, student loan or mortgage in-
terest and charitable donations. However, 
there are other deductions available, such 
as job-related expenses, like work clothing 
and equipment, professional dues or busi-
ness car expenses, that are deductible if the 
combined amount is more than 2 percent 
of your adjusted gross income, as well as 
medical expenses that exceed 10 percent of 
your adjusted gross income. 

Get Help if You Need It

If you feel uncomfortable doing your 
taxes on your own, there are products and 
services available to help you file. You can 
speak with a tax professional to have them 
prepare your taxes or help you through the 
process, or use a computer program, which 
will help with everything from tracking de-
ductions by answering simple questions, 
to selecting the correct forms for even the 
most complex returns while also allowing 
you to file electronically for a faster refund.

File Faster Online

Because the IRS processes electronic 
returns faster than mailed-in paper ones, 
there are several benefits that come with 
filing online, especially at the last minute 
when time is precious. Since online returns 
are processed faster, that means you can ex-
pect a faster refund - the wait time is even 
less if you elect to have your refund depos-

ited directly into your account. The IRS 
also checks electronically filed returns for 
completion and sends acknowledgement of 
receipt to put your mind at ease. 

Consider Requesting an Extension

If you don’t think you’ll be able to finish 
your return on time, make sure to file for an 
extension using Form 4868 by April 18. Ex-
tensions are generally approved automati-
cally and grant you a six-month extension 
to file. An extension to file, however, is not 
an extension to pay owed taxes, so paying 
your estimated balance due is imperative 
when it comes to avoiding late-payment 
fees. If you’re worried about paying what 
you owe, the IRS recommends filing your 
taxes or an extension and then setting up a 
payment plan.

No matter the reason for the delay in fil-
ing, getting prepared and taking advantage 
of available resources can help you beat the 
deadline and get best possible refund.

Call today to reserve your advertising space
in our monthly section:

RhodyMoney
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder — 
all for one low price!

732-3100 / 821-2216

Last Minute Tax Tips

Laura M. Krohn
EldEr law attornEy, Inc.

Asset Protection • Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications

Wills & Trusts • Probate of Estates • Family Mediation

875 Centerville Road,  Building 2 | Warwick, Rhode Island

Now offering
Video & TeleConferencing
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising on this page,

call 732-3100 today.

Melissa Miller, Account Manager
Working hard for you at the Johnston Sun Rise

By JENNIFER COATES

In today’s competitive and 
often over-crowded business 
environment, fi nding the best 
way to showcase your own 
business is more important 
than ever.  How do you set 
yourself apart from your 
competitors?  How do you 
best allocate your marketing 
funds, and stretch your 
dollars while getting the most 
exposure possible?  How do 
you get the word out?

The best thing you can do 
is to fi nd the right person 
who can answer all these 
questions and help pave the 
way for your business to be 
seen and to thrive.

That person is Melissa 
Miller, one of Beacon 
Communications’ busiest 
and most productive account 
managers.  Melissa has been 
helping customers across 
every fi eld since 2016.  Her 
primary objective is to serve 
those who have laid their 

trust in her, and by extension, 
have laid their businesses in 
her trust.  It is a responsibility 
that she does not take lightly.

Melissa is an experienced 
professional who will be 
your greatest advocate and 
contact person at the Sun 
Rise, a widely circulated 
local newspaper. She is 
meticulous, accessible, 
experienced, and diligent 
without being pushy or pesky.   

The Sun Rise is the city 
of Johnston’s most reliable 
source of information, 
whether readers want to 
know what is going on at 
city hall, or the senior center 
or any of the city’s schools 
or ball fi elds or even the 
obituaries. The Sun Rise is 
also a long-standing resource 
for those seeking products 
or services.  Advertisers from 
every imaginable business 
know that readers are 
scouring its pages to fi nd out 
what they need and where to 
fi nd it.

Businesses that invest in 
the Sun Rise see a return on 
their investment.  Melissa will 
work hard to help you meet 
your goals.

Melissa is well-acquainted 
with this local resource and 
knows all of its advertising 
options, from this Business 
Spotlight section and full-
page ads to smaller, two-inch 
visual ads ~ and everything 
in between. There are 
countless options that can 
be customized to fi t your 
budget and objectives.

The Sun Rise is a free, 
weekly publication which 
can be found in drops across 
the city. It is also available 
online by visiting www.
johnstonsunrise.net. 

If you are a Johnston-
based business or any 
business seeking to broaden 
its reach to the Johnston 
audience, give Melissa a 
call.  In addition to Johnston, 
Melissa serves businesses 
in Coventry, Exeter, West 
Greenwich, Scituate, Foster, 
Glocester, Burrillville, 
Harrisville, Chepachet & 
Pascoag.

Melissa Miller can be 
reached by phone at 
401-821-2216 and 401-
732-3100, or by email at 
melissam@rhodybeat.com, 
Monday through Friday.

Meet Melissa Miller, serving the business community of Johnston through 
the Sun Rise ~ let her bring your business to the forefront of your customers’ 
minds.

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available ★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100
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Sports
‘A long ride’

Mariners win 
NEPSAC title

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

For the first time in the school’s history, 
Rocky Hill Country Day’s Mariners secured 
the NEPSAC Girls Basketball Championship 
title, after a 50 – 52 victory over the strong 
Vermont Academy Wildcats. 

The Mariners started off with some 
turnovers and missed shots, and the Wildcats 
jumped out to a 7-2 lead. Addison Mahar ‘27 
(Wakefield, RI) got a big steal off an inbound 
play and that helped push the Mariners out 
on an 8-0 run. Lily Sokol ‘26 (Middletown, RI) 
made Rocky Hill’s first 3 FGs of the game and 
Dariia Serednytska ‘27 (Odessa, Ukraine) 
established herself inside, grabbing 2 offensive 
rebounds that put Vermont’s talented center 
in early foul trouble. The team started to reach 
on defense which led to some easy buckets for 
VA but Sophie Mahar ‘25 (Wakefield, RI) got 
to her spot for two deep 3’s and RHCD found 
themselves up 16-13 at the end of the 1st 
quarter.

 MARINERS - PAGE 16�LEAGUE CHAMPS: The Rocky Hill girls basketball team after winning the NEPSAC championship. (Submitted photos)

Panthers 
send off 
historic 
senior class
By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston boys bas-
ketball team’s season came 
to a close last Friday night 
when it fell in the opening 
round of the open state 
tourney 58-54 to host East 
Providence. The Townies 
trailed until the final two 
minutes of the fourth 
quarter and would com-
plete the big comeback 
win to advance to the Elite 
Eight.

NeAri Vasquez led the 
Panthers with 17 points 
scored while Jayden Testa 
added 13.

The loss ends a remark-
able run by the Panthers, 
who will be seeing a large 
crop of seniors graduate, 
including Vasquez, Bran-

RIDE - PAGE 16�

BVS co-op 
reaches finals

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Blackstone Valley Schools boys hockey co-op 
edged Narragansett 5-2 in the Division II Semifinals 
to punch its ticket to this weekend’s championship 
against Portsmouth.

Alex Pickering, Caden Rudek and Gianluca Alba-
nese would give BVS a 3-0 lead, but Narragansett 
would score a pair to get back into it heading into the 
third period. Tim Cedergren and Jaxon Boyes went 
on to score in the final 15 minutes to help BVS skate 
away with the win.

BVS will square off against the Patriots at 1 p.m. at 
Providence College on Sunday afternoon.

NEXT ROUND: Johnston’s Justin Espinal. (Photo by 
Alex Sponseller)

END OF AN ERA: Mike Carlino last week. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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$50 could win you 
a brand new
2024 CHEVY 

Warwick 
Rotary Club

Car & Cash Raffl e
1ST PRIZE: 2024 Chevy TrailBlazer

2ND PRIZE: $1,50000 Cash  – 3RD PRIZE: $1,00000 Cash
4TH PRIZE: $50000 Cash – 5TH PRIZE: $25000 Cash

TICKETS ARE $50 EACH OR 3 FOR $100
AVAILABLE AT GREENWOOD CREDIT UNION, THE WARWICK BEACON

AND REVOLUTION AMERICAN BISTRO

Proceeds to benefi t Warwick Rotary Charities

ter.
Both teams started out the 2nd quarter 

with some tough plays, combining for 7 
turnovers in the first 2 minutes. Darien Ki-
ernan ‘26 (Cranston, RI) came in and pro-
vided a huge spark by burying 2 kick-out 
3’s and playing some aggressive baseline 
defense in the 1-3-1 zone. Halfway through 
the period, Rocky Hill found themselves 
up 24-17 and gaining momentum. The 
Mariners were dominating in the paint and 
in control of the tempo on both ends of the 
court. Things slowed down for both teams, 
but Ju’elle West ‘24 (Providence, RI) made 2 
huge buckets in the final 90 seconds off 2 
beautiful passes from Sophie and Dariia 
and the team was up 32-22 at halftime.

Knowing the skill of their opponent, the 
Mariners started the 2nd half by coming 
out in a zone press to catch the Wildcats off 
guard. Dariia started to take control defen-
sively, while Addie heated up offensively, 
and suddenly the team held their biggest 
lead of the game at 16 points, 40-24, with 
5:10 to go in the 3rd.  From there, the Mari-
ners worked together to regain focus, forc-
ing early possession jump shots without 
taking much needed time off the clock. The 
quick shots put pressure on Vermont Acad-
emy, who began driving the paint and get-
ting to the FT line. Rocky Hill didn’t score 
another basket in the quarter, while the 
Wildcats went on a 9-0 run to close the pe-
riod out, bringing the Mariners’ lead to 40-
33.

An early steal by Addie Mahar, leading 
to an assist to her sister Sophie, changed the 
mood for a minute but Vermont showed 
their character and their quality by relent-
lessly fighting for the remainder of the 
game. Rocky Hill got back to playing the 
ball into Lily and Dariia in the post and the 
team’s lead went back up to 10, 46-36, with 
6:24 left in the game.  A 12-4 run built off 
FT’s and a clutch 3-pointer and Vermont 
was suddenly down just 2 points at 50-48 
with 3:18 to go. Rocky Hill’s defense was 
getting sluggish as the opponent was gain-
ing momentum, and the nerves were get-
ting tight, but baskets by Addie and Lily 
canceled out 4 points by the Wildcats and 
the lead sat at two: 54-52. On the Mariners’ 
very next possession, the team took a cou-
ple more quick, unnecessary 3-pointers and 
suddenly the air seemed thin. That’s when 
Dariia Serednytska imposed her will on the 
game! A total of 3 offensive rebounds led to 
a putback bucket, pushing the lead to 4, 
and she then had the play of the game, tak-
ing a massive charge to give Rocky Hill the 
ball back with :38 seconds to play.  From 
there, Vermont Academy had to foul and 3 
of 4 FTs from Addie and Sophie sealed up 
the first NEPSAC Championship in Rocky 
Hill history, 59-52!

Addie Mahar (15 points, 5 rebounds, 5 
steals, 6 deflections, 1 charge taken) was 
named the Championship Game MVP for 
her clutch play in the 2nd half and her 
usual unwillingness to lose! After the game, 
Rocky Hill Girls Varsity Basketball Coach 
PJ Thibodeau was selected as the NEPSAC 
Class D “Coach of the Year”. ■ Ride

(Continued from page 15)

■ Mariners
(Continued from page 15)

den and Jayden Testa, Mike Carlino and 
Cam Walker. This core was also key in 
the Panthers winning their first title 
since 1996 when they pulled off the win 
last year before returning to the semifi-
nals this time around.

“It was very emotional after the East 
Providence game. Some of it was be-
cause we lost, but most of it was because 
they knew it would be their last time 
playing with each other. Playing with 
our staff and vice versa. This is the last of 
the core group of ‘my guys,’” said John-
ston coach Mike Bedrosian. “I came up 
in the high school with them, I was the 
JV coach when they were freshmen, we 
went through the pandemic together. We 
went through a lot. It’s been a long ride 
with these guys.”

With championship heroes Derek Sal-
vatore, Anthony Corsinetti and Camani 
Batista graduating last year, this year’s 
seniors had added responsibility in keep-
ing this year’s roster in contention, and it 
did just that as it returned to the state 
tournament once again. 

“We have a lot of great memories with 
that championship team. That was one 
of the best nights we ever had and one of 
the best nights our program has ever 
seen. I’m proud of them. A lot of those 
guys had to step into different roles this 
year. Mike had to fill Derek’s role and he 
met those expectations, he exceeded 
them. Jayden coming off an injury, doing 
what he did. We knew our offense was 
going to go through NeAri, he had a few 
big games for us. Cam was a three-year 
starter, Branden, I expected these guys to 
take that leadership role and right the 
ship,” said Bedrosian.

The Panthers will now flip the page to 
2024-25 and will be looking for some 
young guys to step up and emerge as 
contributors. Andy Villa will be one of 
the few upperclassmen on the roster, so 
Bedrosian will be looking to him as a 
leader.

“We’re going to be young, we’re going 
to be inexperienced. We have the capa-
bilities to be competitive. Andy Villa is 
going to be our leader and the last part of 
that championship team,” said Bedro-
sian. “It’s a big summer for him and he’s 
going to be a big part of what we want to 
accomplish next year.”

UP THE COURT: Branden Testa handles the ball last week.

KNOCK IT DOWN: Cam Walker gets set to shoot a 3-pointer.
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

401-736-0600

Kitchen
Cabinet
Refinishing

Restoration &
Application of

Factory Finishes
Custom New 

Doors & Drawers Available
Call Anthony for a free

and friendly consultation
Over 25 years experience

401-480-2366
BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU Reg. #25485

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Is there a solution to this terrible trend?

In recent months, there 
has been an uptick of in-
cidents at local games in-

volving fans getting rowdy 
and causing disturbances, 
with the most recent exam-
ple being last week in Paw-
tucket at the Cranston West-
Tolman/Shea girls basket-
ball playoff game at Jenks 
Middle School.

In this situation, there was 
a shoving match between 
players in the third quarter 
which led to some fans in 
the crowd getting involved, 
letting their thoughts known 
to the refs and teams before 
the administrators present 
decided to ultimately finish 
the game in an empty gym.

Many fans were angered 
by the decision, especially 
those that were not involved 
in the nonsense. Their argu-
ment for being able to stay 
was the classic bad apple 
argument. Why should a 
couple bad apples ruin it for 
everyone?

Unfortunately, there really 
is no feasible or correct solu-
tion to the problem. All we 
can do is make the closest 
thing to a correct decision 
when these incidents occur 
and hope for the best.

Is clearing the gym the 
best solution? Again, it’s 
tough to say. From what I 
gather, it was very tense in 
the gym, to the point that the 
decision makers felt that 
there was a potential for vio-
lence. Better safe than sorry, 
so sure, I guess I don’t dis-
agree with the decision. It’s 
not like the hundreds of fans 

can be evaluated individu-
ally, not possible.

The only other solution 
could have been postponing 
the game, but that would 
cause a logistical nightmare 
in order to play less than 
half a game. I guess clearing 
the gym at the time was the 
best thing.

Moving forward, all we 
can really expect from a ven-
ue’s staff and security is a 
quicker response. As soon as 
they see a fan acting out, re-
move them. Far too often are 
these shenanigans conta-
gious. Once one unruly per-
son gets going, it’s almost as 
if it pumps the crowd up to 
join in. There has to be a 
shorter leash and higher ex-
pectations, which leads me 
to my next point.

Can’t we all just get along?
I’ve never understood 

fighting at sporting events. 
Sure, professional stadiums 
serve alcohol which leads to 
most altercations. Not that it 
is an excuse, but at least 
there is a traceable path to 
the madness.

At high school sporting 
events, though? C’mon.

There is no missed call bad 
enough to justify this behav-
ior, and unless you feel that 
your child is in danger, there 
is nothing on the field that 
justifies it either. If you feel 
that your child was wronged 
physically or emotionally, 
take it up with security. If 
you want the crowd to re-
ceive the aforementioned 
bad apple treatment, then 
keep that same approach to-
ward the players on the 
field. Don’t spoil the fun for 
all the kids just because you 
feel that one or two people 
dropped the ball.

I really struggle with these 
topics because I like operat-
ing with decisiveness. I can’t 
stand breaking these items 
down without a clear re-
sponse. At the end of the day 
though, in this case, there is 
no way to ensure civility 
when crowds reach the hun-
dreds. It’s just not realistic.

So, this is a plea to parents 
to help curb this issue. What 
occurred in January at Mt. 
Pleasant was far more severe 
than the incident in Paw-
tucket last week, but it’s all 
the same idea. Sports are 
supposed to be safe, fun en-
vironments, especially at the 
high school level. Let’s not 
lose sight of that, and re-
member that these kids en-
joying themselves is what’s 
important. Not the adults’ 
ego.

On a brighter topic, I can 
say that the environment at 

the AMP was by far my fa-
vorite in Rhode Island to 
cover the basketball play-
offs. It was my first time 
covering hoops there and it 
did not disappoint.

In the past, in fact, I have 
griped about holding play-
offs in big venues. The rea-
son is because there have 
been times in the past that I 
have seen the fan sections 
get almost drowned out be-
cause the capacity was no-
where near filled. It’s cool to 
see the thousands of seats, 
but when only a small por-
tion is filled, it feels a bit 
empty.

The AMP was awesome 
though and I never felt that 
same, empty presence that I 
have felt at other arenas.

Fans filled the majority of 
the bottom level and it was 
amazing to see how close the 
stands were to the court. You 
really felt like the audience 
was sitting courtside with 
the teams.

For my own personal rea-
sons as a reporter, it was also 
great to have all the ameni-
ties available as well. Plenty 
of space to move around, 
write, excellent lighting con-
ditions, free WIFI that was 
fast. It was a pleasant experi-
ence from top to bottom.

RIC and CCRI have their 
strengths as well and I am 
all for them hosting as neu-
tral sites. I do hope that the 
kids get to continue to com-
pete for championships at 
the AMP. I was left im-
pressed. 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Freshman second baseman Parker 
Camelo (Bristol, R.I.) recorded the lone 
RBI as Rhode Island College lost, 9-1, vs. 
Otterbein in the second game of a double-
header at the Gene Cusic Classic on Sat-
urday afternoon.

After the Cardinals took a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of the first, Camelo would 
ground out to third and plate senior right 
fielder Sean Helfrich (Saunderstown, R.I.) 
in the top of the fourth for the Anchor-
men’s lone run.

A seven-run explosion in the bottom of 
the fourth sealed the win for the Cardi-
nals.

RIC senior catcher David Iannuccilli 
(Johnston, R.I.) went 2-for-3.

Freshman starting pitcher Stephen Sul-
livan (Acton, Mass.) hurled 3.1 innings 
and took the loss (0-1).

Otterbein junior starting pitcher Bryson 
Bell (Johnstown, Ohio) threw four in-
nings in the win (2-1).

Senior shortstop Izaiah Rivera (Paw-
tucket, R.I.) went 3-for-4 with a run 
scored, two RBI and a homer as Rhode 
Island College fell, 10-6, vs. Ohio Wes-
leyan at the Gene Cusic Classic on Mon-
day afternoon.

RIC trailed, 2-1, after two following 
freshman second baseman Parker Came-
lo’s (Bristol, R.I.) RBI single in the frame.

Ohio Wesleyan plated three runs in the 
third, two in the fourth and another three 
in the fifth to build a commanding, 10-1, 
lead.

Rivera hit a two-run bomb in the sixth, 
while senior right fielder Sean Helfrich 
(Saunderstown, R.I.) blasted a solo shot 
and senior designated hitter Cole Poded-
worny (Wakefield, R.I.) registered an RBI 
single in the seventh, but the Anchormen 
would not be able to close the gap.

RIC falls at 
Curic Classic 
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Winter Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Business 
ServiceS

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Business
ServiceS

 ads start at

$32/week
for 4 weeks or more!

For inFo, call  732-3100

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Painting

Tile

MBS
TILE AND PAINTING

27 Years of Experience
No Job Too Small

Call Bryan
401-442-0114

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

CUSTOM
CARPENTRY
By Gary Smith

NO JOB TOO SMALL
30 Years Experience

customcarpentrygs@hotmail.com
Lic. & insured #38201

Call: 401-644-9495

Carpentry

TY SCAPE
PROPERTY SERVICES

Spring/Fall Cleanups
Weekly/Bi-Weekly

Lawn Cutting
Seniors Welcome

401-374-0490

Landscaping

all aSPeCtS hOMe iMPROveMent
Homeowners & Businesses

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Basements, Decks, 
Pergolas, Windows, Doors, Siding, etc.

All RePAiRS
Carpentry, Daybeds, Fireplace Mantles

Work to fit your schedule
Robert:  401-649-9102

Ri Reg 16685/MA Reg 199145

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

I love it when a plan comes to-
gether. Scott Travers, Executive Di-
rector of the RI Saltwater Anglers 
Association, and his board of direc-
tors, did an outstanding job with 
the New England Saltwater Fishing 
Show this weekend held at the RI 
Convention Center. “We are on 
track to exceed last year,” said Scott 
Travers. “It’s only Saturday and 
three exhibitors shared that they are 
just taking orders now as they have 
sold out of all the product they took 
to the show.”

Peter Jenkins, owner of the Salt-
water Edge, a tackle shop in Mid-
dletown, RI that has a great online 
presence too, said, “We surpassed 
what we planned on doing in sales 
both on Friday and Saturday and 
we are looking to close it out with a 
great day Sunday.”

Jenkins, who is also the Chairman 
of the Board of the American Salt-
water Guides Association said at a 
conservation themed exhibitor re-
ception (sponsored by Ocean Con-
servancy Saturday night), said “Be-
ing good stewards of fish and habi-
tat is good business. If we grow fish 
to abundance there will be more of 
them in the water for all of us to 
catch, eat or release.”

The atmosphere at the show was 
electric as anglers, tired of being 
couped up all winter, seemed to 
walk through the fishing show with 
a new lease on life. Dreaming about 
fishing days coming in the near fu-
ture and stocking up on fishing gear 
and tackle to take them through the 
fishing season.

Many of the three hundred ex-
hibitors at the Show caught my at-
tention, here are some highlights on 
four of them.

Ross Boats, Tiverton, RI has been 
building boats for over forty years 
with a line of seven vessels in their 
brochure from eight to thirty feet. 
William Sartini, owner, said, “Our 
boats are built for fishing. They are 
wide open with plenty of head 
room to fish.” 

The classic design of Ros boats 
makes them appealing to the eye 
and they are seaworthy vessels to 
fish on at more than a fair market 
price. And each vessel is custom 
built for owners. Ros Boats is a fam-
ily affair with William Sartini’s wife 
Renni, son Greg. daughter Victoria 
and other family members active in 
the business. Visit Ros Boats at 
www.rosboat.com .

AnglerCatch, Warwick, RI and 
Washington, DC is a smartphone 
application for anglers that acts as a 
log book for anglers to record spe-

cies and size, location, sea condi-
tions, temperature, tides, etc. when 
the fish is caught. It has also served 
to provide fish managers with sup-
plemental data on recreational fish-
ing.  Variations of the application, 
developed by Harbor Light Soft-
ware, has been used in fishing tour-
naments, a tile fish study and a 
general catch and effort initiative 
supported by the Rhode Island Salt-
water Anglers Association for two 
years. Visit www.anglercatchapp.
com for information and to down-
load the app.

The Saltwater Edge, Middletown, 
RI sells a broad range of fishing 
tackle and gear for fly fishing, surf 
fishing and a variety of tackle for 
species anglers like to target on east 
coast boats. Owner Peter Jenkins 
introduced me to Dustin Phillips, 
president of Bull Bay Tackle Com-
pany that distributes their full line 
of fishing rods at The Saltwater 
Edge. “We have over 150 different 
rod types and style and have been 
building them since 2012 when I 
started building them in my moth-
er’s spare bedroom. Bull Bay Tackle 
offers inshore and offshore rods 
ranging from $119 to $750 offering 
anglers both value and perfor-
mance.  The Saltwater Edge has a 
great online store too and can be 
found at www.saltwateredge.com.

Yo-Zuri lures had a great pres-
ence at the Show both in their cor-
porate factory booth and in varies 
tackle shop booths where their 
product is sold. Rob Bulla, Yo-Zuri’s 
Regional Manager, said, “We have a 
great show special also good at the 
Edison, New Jersey Show… buy 
any two Yo-Zuri lures and get a 
limited edition 3-D Inshore Twitch-
bait 130 free. Anglers are taking 
advantage of this offer. Many are 
also interested in our new Mag 
Speed fast sinking lipped minnow 
bait designed to run at the same 
depth all the way back to the boat 
and its ability to stay in the water 
when fished from an elevation like 
piers, jetties and bridges.” Visit 
http://www.yo-zuri.com/prod-
ucts/archives/142 

Tracking right whales to avoid 
collisions

The recreational and boating 
communities have asked for the use 
of advanced technology to help 
support North Atlantic right whale 
recovery efforts. With approximate-
ly 360 North American right whales 
in existence today vessel strikes are 
a major cause of mortality. 

This week NOAA Fisheries made 
a major announcement regarding a 
potential game changer that would 

alert fishers and boaters to where 
the whales are so mandatory and 
voluntary speed zones can be effec-
tively applied.

In an advisory Russel Dunn, Na-
tional Policy Advisor for Recre-
ational Fisheries in the Office of the 
Assistant Administrator, said, “We 
are excited to share that NOAA 
Fisheries is announcing a new 
$500,000 interagency agreement 
with NASA to support North Atlan-
tic right whale recovery efforts us-
ing Inflation Reduction Act funds.”

“By developing and advancing 
technologies for right whale detec-
tion, we can improve our under-
standing of the distribution of right 
whales, which will enhance our 
management strategies and expe-
dite our response time when whales 
are detected,” said Dunn. 

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater fishing. Anglers are 

advised that the trout fishing sea-
son ended February 29 and reopens 
again on Saturday, April 13  in 
Rhode Island and at some Massa-
chusetts waterways. It is time to re-
new or get freshwater fishing li-
cense and trout stamps for the new 
season too. For freshwater fishing 
information in Connecticut visit 
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fish-
ing/Freshwater/Freshwater-Fish-
ing; in Massachusetts visit Freshwa-
ter Fishing | Mass.gov; and in 
Rhode Island www.dem.ri.gov/
fishing.

Saltwater. Anglers continue to 
find school striped bass in estuaries. 
Declan O’Donnell of Breachway 
Bait & Tackle, Chalrestown, said, 
“Holdover action continues to re-
main solid in the salt ponds and 
rivers. They should begin to get a 
boost from local alewives beginning 
their run. Anglers are also finding 
some white perch, March is often 
one of the best months to target 
them.”  

If you want to try your hand at 
cod fishing the bite has not been 
good. But hopefully it will improve 
with improved weather.  You 
should call ahead to make a party 
boat reservation as they often do 
not fish due to weather. Visit www.
islandcurrent.com and www.fran-
cesfleet.com 

Dave Monti holds a master captain’s 
license and charter fishing license. He 
serves on a variety of boards and com-
missions and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat pres-
ervation, conservation, renewable en-
ergy, and fisheries related issues and 
clients. Forward fishing news and pho-
tos to dmontifish@verison.net or visit 
www.noflukefishing.com.

Fishing Show 
big success

FISHING SHOW: Peter 
Jenkins, owner of The Salt-
water Edge, Middletown, 
RI and Dustin Phillips, 
owner of Bull Bay Tackle 
Company, at the Fishing 
Show this weekend. (Sub-
mitted photos)



Johnston Sun Rise 19Thursday, March 14, 2024

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10 AM Monday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday), 
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) & 
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)
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Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
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Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
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advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
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$29.00/Week — $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold
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Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Help Wanted 

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver’s License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great job 
for retirees! Call Joe, 401-301-
1162.

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver’s License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

HOME HEALTH CARE PRO-
VIDER: 2-3 Hours per day. 
Available 9AM-12PM or 12-
3PM. References available. 
401-516-3936.

Cemetery Lots For Sale

2 Cemetery Lots: Greenwood 
section of Highland Memo-
rial Cemetery, Johnston. $4000. 
401-783-1967.

Cemetery Lot for Sale; plots 
2, 3 & 4. Highland Memorial 
Park, Peace Section, Johnston. 
$1,000 for all 3 plots. Buyer pays 
transfer fees. 401-738-8404.

Must sell a cemetery Lot. High-
land Memorial Park, Johnston. 
Plots 2, 3 & 4. $1,200 per plot. 
Call: 608-289-1699.

Jobs/Situations 
Wanted

Looking to clean your home 
weekly or bi-weekly. Depend-
able, honest, thorough and re-
liable! Years of experience. Ex-
cellent references. Will include 
some errands. Call 401-339-
4048.

Classified Advertising 
Deadline is 10 AM Monday
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Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100 or 821-2216

Coventry
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
4 Marjorie St Meyer, Lynn S and Burke 2nd, Alan C Bassett, Zachary 2/23 $345,000
36 Laurel Ave Harper, Sheila A Anaya, Allegra 2/20 $290,000
310 Tiogue Ave Weikman, Anita G Nunez, David M 2/20 $275,000

Cranston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
22 Frances Dr Casey, John M Casey, Christopher 2/21 $200,000
34 Euston Ave Lot 172 Tetrault, Sharon L Nile, Matthew J 2/20 $364,900
34 Euston Ave Lot 171 Tetrault, Sharon L Nile, Matthew J 2/20 $364,900
39 Victoria Ave Soder, Constance Vang, Kenny 2/23 $290,000
40 Hawthorne Ave Lot 542 Rafique, Saood Lippe, Brendan and Lippe, William 2/21 $690,000
40 Hawthorne Ave Lot 541 Rafique, Saood Lippe, Brendan and Lippe, William 2/21 $690,000
42 Macintosh Dr Cournoyer, Steven J and Lancellotti, Alicia A Minutelli Jr, Anthony 2/23 $615,000
77 Chiswick Rd Sarah M Burrows Lt and Burrows, Sarah M Crawley, Adam W and Yang, Jane 2/22 $725,000
86 Randall St Naing, Min Tran, Hoang V and Tran, Chris 2/20 $370,000
128 Concord Ave Lot 122 Dailey, Michael J and Dailey Jr, Stephen E Gao, Quan 2/20 $376,500
128 Concord Ave Lot 121 Dailey, Michael J and Dailey Jr, Stephen E Gao, Quan 2/20 $376,500
175 Vallette St Dagesse, Derek A and Mcclure, Meghan Del Toro Jr, Anthony E 2/23 $460,000
200 Cannon St Lot AXVIII Demartino, Nicholas Zoe E Conte Irt and Washington TCo 2/20 $330,000
596 Phenix Ave Parenti Nancy A Est and Jagolinzer, Burt Hoag, Edward B 2/23 $326,000
703 Woodhaven Ct Lot 703 Christine A Kirch Relt and Leuzarder, Karol K Chy, Alicia 2/20 $295,000

East Greenwich
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
30 Oak Dell Cir Medeiros Jr, Joseph and Medeiros, Robert F Pais, Sarah and Belli, Thomas 2/23 $825,000
34 Bayberry Ln  Bonaccorsi, David and Bonaccorsi, Kerri Herr, Rose and Herr, Daniel 2/20 $725,000
216 Shady Hill Dr Garrett, Michael Bonaccorsi, David P and Bonaccorsi, Kerri 2/20 $699,000

Exeter
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
271 William Reynolds Rd Paul, Jacob and Midfirst Bank Marko LLC 2/23 $331,000

Johnston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
159 Scenery Ln Lot 159 Shirley A Turchetta Ft and Turchetta, Shirey A Steele, Christina 2/26 $285,000
224 Highland Ave Cordeiro, Fernando M and Cordeiro, Maria A Chandler, Mary C and Chandler, James R 2/27 $375,000

Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
12 Chapmans Ave Lot 284 Jencole Ent LLC Yty Rlty Grp LLC 2/22 $1,100,000
36 Paul Ave Lot 149 Catherine P Murphy Lt and Kineavy, Kathleen Brothers Rebuild LLC 2/22 $740,000
36 Step Cir Paiva Jr, William S Newman, Kyle H and Austin-Wilks, Angelique Y 2/20 $490,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 142 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 139 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 144 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 140 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 138 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
38 Terrace Ave Lot 141 Webster, Haley D and Cimini Jr, Richard J Terrace Exchange LLC 2/23 $515,000
39 Damon Ave Pnc Bk Na Dispirito, Emilio 2/21 $320,000
45 Samuel Gorton Ave Silva, Linda D Ghosh, Chandra C and Guha, Prajna P 2/22 $295,000
65 Suburban Pkwy Brown, Steven and Brown Jr, Arthur E One Main Invest LLC 2/23 $85,000
76 Leslie Rd Dana A Hudson T and Hudson, Dana A Riley, Steven J and Jordan, Joan M 2/21 $472,000
80 Oakside St Lot 572 Rodriguez, Michael A Young, Jacob M and Young, Clarissa J 2/23 $376,000
80 Oakside St Lot 318 Rodriguez, Michael A Young, Jacob M and Young, Clarissa J 2/23 $376,000
89 Baycliff Dr Lot 180 Cosmo Prop LLC Dagesse, Derek A and Mcclure, Meghan 2/23 $515,000
153 Diamond Hill Rd Celtic Roman Grp LLC Huchber, Samuel 2/23 $379,900
318 Fairfax Dr Gourd, Neal Mournighan, James A and Matos-Mournighan, Anna 2/21 $401,000
2699 Post Rd Lot 21 Jencole Ent LLC Yty Rlty Grp LLC 2/22 $1,100,000
3399 Post Rd Lot 16 Lawton, Steven and Lawton, Jacquelyn Adefiyiju, Samuel 2/23 $232,300

West Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
W Valley Condo Lot 20 Residences At West Vly In Shulman, Lester and Shulman, Angela 2/23 $429,900
15 Tripoli St Watt, Timothy and Watt, Tanya Phothisen, Grishna and Posup, Siriruk 2/23 $450,000
27 Potter Ave Blackwood Prop Soln LLC Recillas, Jennifer 2/21 $400,000
39 Mill St Dumont, Robert Flores, Jodilyn 2/20 $315,000
43 East St Hairabedian, Andrew and Searles, Briana Macdonald Jr, David B 2/26 $253,000
49 Ottawa St Williams 3rd, David L and Dunbar-Williams, Kaima S Torres-Pagan, Ana C 2/21 $402,000
77 W Valley Cir Lot 6 Residences At West Vly In Palleschi, Donald J and Palleschi, Jeanine 2/23 $419,900
79 W Valley Cir Lot 5 Residences At West Vly In Hacker, Marianne 2/21 $431,400
284 Cowesett Ave 33 1 3 Lrd Sja Pro LLC 2/27 $650,000

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com



Johnston Sun Rise 21Thursday, March 14, 2024

RhodyLife

Madame Elizabeth 
H a n d l e y - S e y -
mour was a Lon-
don-based fash-

ion designer and dressmaker 
for the Royal family who 
would become famous for her 
creation of a future queen’s 
wedding gown. Assisting 
Handley-Seymour in the his-
torically important develop-
ment of the wedding trous-
seau was former Johnston 
woman, 71-year-old Margaret 
Goss.

An English native, Margaret 
spent her life traveling back 
and forth between her home-
land and Johnston, Rhode Is-
land, where her son James and 
his family resided. Standing 5 
feet, six inches tall with gray-
ish brown hair and gray eyes, 
the widow of James Goss, 
who had died in 1901, had a 
great deal of experience in 
weaving and lacework. Sail-
ing between Rhode Island, 
Nottingham and Liverpool 
aboard such vessels as the 
Ivernia and the Saxonia, she 
divided her time between be-
ing a mother and her fashion-
able responsibilities.

Buckingham Palace an-
nounced the engagement of 
Lady Elizabeth Angela Mar-
guerite Bowes-Lyon to Albert, 
the Duke of York, on Jan. 15, 
1923. Elizabeth was the 

23-year-old daughter of the 
Earl and Countess of Strath-
more while Albert was the 
second son of King George V 
and Queen Mary. The engage-
ment ring was designed with 
a large sapphire in the center 
with a diamond on each side. 

The wedding gown which 
would assure Handley-Sey-
mour a place in fashion histo-
ry was a medieval-inspired 
ivory chiffon gown with a 
square neckline, adorned with 
pearls, embroidery and silver 
metallic threads. Cream-col-
ored chiffon with appliqued 
silver lame, the dress was af-
fixed with priceless heirloom 
laces and was affixed with 
both a train and an over-train. 
The veil was patterned and 
held in place by a simple 
wreath of myrtle leaves with 
clusters of orange blossoms at 
each side.     

The royal bride’s going-
away outfit was of a delicate 
gray color and almost entirely 
covered with gray embroi-
dery. A matching jacket was 
created to be worn over it, 
made of the same embroi-
dered material.

The outfits fashioned as 
daywear for Elizabeth’s hon-
eymoon consisted of a beige 
crepe outfit with a square bod-
ice and long accordion-pleat-
ed sleeves, and another beige 

selection with a pleated skirt 
and pouched bodice over a 
white blouse designed with 
red embroidery. 

For Elizabeth’s honeymoon 
nightwear, Handley-Seymour 
designed a sleeveless dress of 
cream lace over cream satin 
with a rounded neckline. The 
lace was embroidered with ti-
ny crystal and coral beads as 
well as mother of pearl se-
quins.

During the wedding at Lon-
don’s Westminster Abbey, 
Elizabeth’s father was walk-
ing her down the aisle when 
she paused to pay her respects 
at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior, an unidentified Brit-
ish soldier. In memory of those 
killed in battle, she placed her 
wedding bouquet on the tomb 
and began a tradition for fu-
ture royal brides. 

When Albert’s brother Ed-
ward VIII gave up the throne 

so that he could freely marry 
an American divorcee, Albert 
automatically became King 
George VI. As he was crowned 
king, Elizabeth became a 
queen. The coronation took 
place on May 12, 1937. Upon 
becoming a widow, Eliza-

beth’s 25-year-old daughter, 
also named Elizabeth, became 
the new Queen of England.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Is-
land columnist, lecturer and au-
thor.

Johnston woman designed,
made dress for future queen

Back in
the Day

by 
Kelly Sullivan

Theatre Review by DON FOWLER

“Frozen”, the hit Broadway Musical, brings glitter 
and sparkle to the Providence Performing Arts Center 
with its family-friendly version of the popular Disney 
movie, complete with its beautiful score, story, and 
scenery that will keep the little ones awake through its 

two acts.
With Caroline Bowman as the elegant, but troubled 

Queen Elsa and Lauren Nicole as her awkward but lov-
ing sister, the musical has a plethora of top-level voices 
and dancers filling the stage.

Add spectacular lighting that turns the stage into a 
winter wonderland, and you have the makings for one 

of the best musicals to hit Providence in a long time.
There is romance, intrigue, laughter and adventure, 

and Olaf (Also available during intermission at the gift 
booth in the lobby) and two actors who make the rein-
deer something special to watch.

“Frozen” is winding down its long run this Sunday, 
March 17. Grab any seat you can find.

“Frozen” sparkles and shines at PPAC
Caroline Bowman as Elsa in Frozen North American Tour. (Photo by Deen van Meer)
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Local � Adoptable � Loveable
ANIMAL   TALK

By Karen Kalunian

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of an 
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Ron Schmidt Photo

Add the spark back into your life! Meet Sparky from Go Fetch Rescue. This 
young, handsome boy has all of the qualities that you look for in a pup! He’s 
smart, friendly, adventurous, lovable, likes other dogs and can’t wait to be 
a part of your family! His black coat is so shiny and soft, just wait till you 
see those sparklingly eyes in person too! Maybe that’s how he got his name 
Sparky. Please contact Go Fetch Rescue an info.gofetchrescue@gmail.com 
or visit their website http://www.gofetchrescue.org

Love is waiting!

Sparky

Cancun Mexico was an incredibly 
beautiful place for Steven’s wedding. 
After lounging all week in the delightful 
sparkling pool, (and lazy river, and wa-
ter park, and ocean,) it was time for the 
main festivities of the trip. Although 
water sports were not included, water 
gazing was.  To be more precise, the 
tented altar was set up in the sand with 
the seats facing the rolling waves of the 
ocean. I had purchased new shoes for the 
occasion, but flipped them off to the side 
as soon as Steven and Hubby escorted 
me down the aisle. It felt right to just 
have the sand between my toes as we 
strutted to the front row.

Marie was already seated in the front, 
and she laughed at our clumsiness as we 
made our way down the path of shifting 
sands. (I had tried desperately to get an 
American Sign Language interpreter for 
her, but my efforts were in vain. After 
many calls, I learned that AMERICAN 
sign language interpreters were not 
available because the ceremony was 
NOT in America! The alternative was to 
use a voice to text program that wrote 
the words down as soon as they were 
spoken, not quite as much nuance as 
demonstrated by an interpreter, but it 
served its purpose.) The rest of the wed-
ding party made its way down the aisle, 
including our son, Francis, who had 
flown in from California to be the best 
man. The piece de resistance was the 
beautiful bride, escorted by her equally 
beautiful, albeit older, parents. They 
sported happy smiles as they kissed 
Jenny at the altar and left her in Steven’s 
capable, tattooed arms.

 The officiant was a friend of the cou-
ple, who expertly facilitated personal-
ized vows only someone who knew 
them could achieve. Yes, Steven prom-
ised to go to all the sports games which 
Jenny loved, and she promised to take in 
Steven’s unruly dog and his large collec-
tion of reptiles, minus the alligator which 
found a home elsewhere. Of course, she 
accepted her new role as step-mother to 
ten year old Rosie, Steven’s daughter. 
The short ceremony was joyful, buoyed 
by the crashing waves in the background 
to give it ambiance. 

While pictures were being taken on the 
beach, we enjoyed a cocktail reception 
with margaritas and finger foods, sere-
naded by a lively mariachi band. It re-
minded me of elementary school where 
we used to dance the Mexican Hat 
Dance, and the entire audience jiggled 
and danced in time to the music.

The reception was held outside in the 
“town square” of the resort community. 
With dazzling lights focused on us, Hub-
by and I were the first couple to be an-
nounced, walking in towards the dance 
floor. An expectation to do a little dance 
was implicit, but not rehearsed.  Hubby 
was cooperative, moving his feet in time 
to our musical choice, the song “Cele-
brate”, but my feet seemed to be glued to 
the ground, even when Hubby tried to 
twirl me.  Twirling is not my strong 
point, but fortunately the focus on us 
soon shifted to the next couple to walk 
into the reception. Everyone else, of 
course, had prepared elaborate dance 
routines to celebrate the occasion!

 Steven and Jenny danced the first 
dance, of course, followed by the father/
daughter dance.  Next, it was the moth-
er/son dance, and I was driven to tears 
when I heard the Josh Groban song “You 
Raise Me Up”. What a sweet and 
thoughtful son Steven is!

 And so it is that my son, after years of 
reptile fascination, found a beautiful 
woman who appreciated him and all his 
corny tattoos. He was no longer just my 
son, but he was now a husband, a happy 
rite of passage we all hope our children 
will attain.

You raise me up
Life Matters

with 
Linda Petersen

St. Patrick’s Day began as an opportunity to honor 
St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, who was 
credited with bringing Christianity to this island 

nation. Through the years, St. Patrick’s Day has trans-
formed into a celebration of Irish culture as well as a day 
for fun and fanfare. Of course, no celebration would be 
complete without delicious food. Although corned beef 
may not be the most authentic representation of Irish 
cuisine, it certainly has become synonymous with St. 
Patrick’s Day. During the early influx of Irish immi-
grants to North America, corned beef was more readily 
available than some other cuts of meat from the Emerald 
Isle. When cooking St. Patrick’s Day dinner this year, the 
process can be made even easier with the use of a slow 
cooker. Try this recipe for “Corned Beef and Cabbage” 
from “Crock•Pot¨ 365 Year-Round Recipes” (Publica-
tions International) from the Crock•Pot kitchens.  

Get into the Irish spirit
Corned Beef 
and Cabbage 
Makes 6 to 8 servings

12	 new red potatoes, 
quartered 

4	 carrots, sliced
1	 corned beef brisket 

(about 4 pounds)
2	 onions, sliced
3	 whole bay leaves
8	 whole black pepper-

corns 
1	 head cabbage,  

cut into wedges

1. Place potatoes and car-
rots in bottom of slow 
cooker. Add brisket, on-
ions, bay leaves, and pep-
percorns. Add enough wa-
ter to cover brisket. Cover; 
cook on low 4 to 5 hours or 
on high 2 to 2½ hours.

2. Add cabbage. Continue 
cooking on low 4 to 5 
hours longer or on high 2 
to 2½ hours longer. Slice 
brisket against the grain, 
and serve with vegetables.  

PC233789

Place Your Ad today!
To advertise in your hometown newspaper, call

732-3100
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A few weeks ago, Jonathan and 
I had a house call to pick up 
a collection near Richmond, 
Virginia. We decided after 

we drove through Washington, DC., we 
would stop at the National Museum of 
the Marine Corps in Quantico, Virgin-
ia. I had driven by it many times in the 
past but never stopped. It happened to 
be February 19, the anniversary of the 

Battle of Iwo Jima, so it was a good day 
for the visit.

I was a bit tired when we arrived, but 
soon woke up as we walked through the 
entrance and saw a Corsair hanging from 
the ceiling, a biplane, as well as a Hellcat 
and a Harrier jet. There were also vehi-
cles set up in various scenarios, includ-
ing a Pacifi c Island landing with Marines 
fi ghting from an LVT. Although we only 
had a couple of hours until closing, we 
took our time going through each section 
of the museum. It is laid out by period, 
and each section has many interesting 
things to see. The highlight for me was 
the fi rst and second Iwo Jima fl ags which 
are not out on display all of the time. If 

you haven’t been and are in the area, it’s 
certainly well worth it. Having been to 
the army museum at Ft. Belvoir, it does 
seem they used this museum as a basis 
for what was done there.

The next day we went to pick up a col-
lection. To say I was blown away is an 
understatement. There was more Marine 
Corps and Navy material than I have 
ever seen in one place! It took most of 
the day to load up the van and start head-
ing north again. I’m looking forward to 
going through all of the boxes of stuff 
and seeing what we took. There was so 
much it was hard to focus; We will actu-
ally heading back to pick up more items 
soon. I’ll write about some of the great 
objects in the collection in coming blogs.

On the way home, we picked up an-
other collection of muskets and swords 
in New York state. It was on the west 
side of the Hudson River near West Point 
and was a really nice ride. We picked up 
some very cool things, and with all of 
the material we picked up in Virginia, we 
could barely fi t this stuff in the van. We 
seriously thought we were going to have 

to ditch our carry-on bags and jam our 
clothes under the seats to make it back! 

Next week we head down to Maryland 
for the annual Baltimore Antique Arms 
show which is always a great time - as 
well as one of the last remaining big 
shows with lots of great early arms and 
militaria!

Two Pickups and a
Museum Visit in Virginia

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
ON THIS PAGE

3.42” x 3” ad

$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise 

and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 
CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

seasons 1-4

STREAMING NOW 
ripbs.org

Discover a Hidden Treasure...
...Right Here in Cranston

Saint Patrick
Catholic Church

 2068 Cranston Street
 Cranston, RI 02920

 - All Are Welcome -
 MaSSeS

(Sat) 5 PM – (Sun) 8:30 aM and 10:30 aM
Rental Space available

(401) 944-0001         Saintpatrickcatholicchurch.org

Where your Treasure is...
...there your heart will also be

HERITAGE
GUN & C IN

– GUNS –
H GUN COLLECTIONS & GUN RELATED ITEMS H

Silver Coins | Coin Collections
• • • • WE PAY 97% OF MELT • • • •

401-826-0000
250 Cowesett Avenue, Unit 4, West Warwick

Hours: Monday-Friday 11AM-4PM, Saturday 10AM-4PM
heritagegunandcoin.com

Museum Visit in Virginia
By Joel Bohy

Historic Arms & Militaria 
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers

Cranston, RI
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LocaL
customers!

Only 
$1650

 per week
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE ColoR WhEn AvAilAblE

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

GUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANINGGUTTER CLEANING
STARTING AT $235

401-595-0726
Licensed & Insured

www.PowerWashJM.com

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

ProPane Filling Station

Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com
www.jfcpropane.com

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

904 Manton Ave.
Providence
(in front of Stop & Shop)

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

Glass & Screen
Repair & Replacement

Residential Services:
 • Sliding Screen Doors
 • Insulated Glass
 • Storm Doors
 • Acrylic Sheet Available

Call Denny
(401) 641-1010

Johnston Area – Free Estimates – Will Pick up & Deliver

 • Sliding Screen Doors

 • Acrylic Sheet Available

30 Years
Experience

By ROB DUGUAY

A lot of things have changed 
since Noah Barreto and his 
old Warwick based alt-rock 
band Public Alley shocked 
the local scene by winning 
WBRU’s Rock Hunt back in 
2015. Sadly that radio station 
is off the terrestrial airwaves, 
but the East Greenwich native 
has continued his musical 
creativity with Breachway. 
This particular project has 
more of a collective structure 
around it with Barretto col-
laborating with friends as 
they add dimensions to the 
songs he writes on acoustic 
guitar. It’s not completely folk 
and it’s not a full-fledged rock 
sound either, but there’s a bal-
ance between both that’s evi-
dent within the songs. The 
“Big Red Pine” EP that came 
out back on February 8 is a 
result of this approach and a 
whole lot more. 

The songwriting and re-
cording process for the three-
song EP took place over the 
course of a few years with the 

tasks being completed in vari-
ous locations. The cover also 
has some really cool artwork 
featuring two cats that was 
done by Baretto’s sister So-
phie.

“I recorded this over the 
past few months from a beach 
house in Saunderstown, 
Rhode Island and a closet in 
Bogotá, Colombia,” Baretto 
says about the new record on 
social media. “The songs 
were mostly written years 
ago in my Providence apart-
ment.”

Along with the title track, 
the two other songs featured 
on the EP are “Outside” and 
“Champ”, with the former 
starting things off and the lat-
ter serving as the conclusion. 
Barreto’s six-string is the con-
stant presence while various 
harmonies and instrumenta-
tion complete the full bodied 
essence of the music. This is 
courtesy of former Public Al-
ley bandmate Max Fertik on 
drums along with Matt Zuc-
coni on bass and Mario Perez 
on electric guitar, synths and 

percussion. Barreto also plays 
piano, synths and percussion 
on all the tracks, which is a 
testament to his artistic tal-
ents. Even though it’s short, 
the listening experience of 
this release is both substantial 
and tangible. 

To check out the “Big Red 
Pine” EP, log on to Breach-
way’s Bandcamp page at 
breachway.bandcamp.com to 
give it a stream and possibly 
make a purchase. Folks can 
also head down to New Bed-
ford to see Barreto perform 
these songs off of the record 
in a live setting at the Co-
Creative Center located on 
137 Union Street on March 16. 
Singer-songwriter Christian 
Camaro and the stylistically 
wide-ranging band Born Oc-
tober 4, 1998 will be on the 
bill as well. Before you go to 
that show, or if you end up 
not being able to make it, give 
this new release a listen. It’s 
strikingly original music 
that’s refreshing and it doesn’t 
rip anyone else off or water 
down the sonic artform. 

Breachway exhibit guitar-driven 
pop music with new EP 

Noah Barreto 
(Submitted photo)
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